	
Date: March 14 – March 20, 2011
	Sermon Text: 1 Peter 1:8-9 - The Bible says: The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (Eternal life)!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Our goal in studying 1 Peter 1 and half of chapter 2 is to more thoroughly understand what has happened to us in our new birth in Christ.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Peter 1:7 (NIV) in the context of 1 Peter 1:1-12 (NIV) 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 

	Chapter 9 - “The God Who Loves” from John 3:16-21, comparing and contrasting Peter and John on the new birth.
Review: How Peter understands our new birth in Christ
Salvation, Hope, Suffering and Joy
Summary of 1:1-7: What would it read like for you? How’s this for starters? A genuine faith in Jesus Christ is made strong by suffering through real trials which leads us into the joy of our future salvation now.

1:8 Where have we heard the phrase, “not seen Him you love Him,” before? Was Peter present when Jesus spoke those words to Thomas? (John 20:26-29) Why did Jesus say that people who believe without seeing are blessed?
1:8 How does someone come to love a person he or she has not seen? And, is it an even bigger step to believe in that person? Is this a progression in the relationship from loving without seeing to believing without seeing? Or are love and believe a single package? What kind of “seeing” does Peter refer to here? Is believing another kind of “seeing”? Is loving a form of “seeing”? 
1:8-9 How does loving and believing make us receivers of the goal of our faith? Is Peter suggesting that there is some kind of process we need to complete, i.e., loving and believing, in order to “receive” our salvation? When do we begin to receive the salvation of our souls? 
1:8-9 In what sense might Peter be suggesting that being filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy is evidence that we are being saved by God? What is Peter’s understanding of the role of joy in our walk of faith and love with Christ? 
1:3-5 & 8-9 Can we consider as synonymous the “new birth” we have been given and the “salvation” we are receiving? Is our salvation both now and yet to be?
1:10-12 Sermon text for Sunday March 27

1:13-21 Sermon text for Sunday, April 3

1:22-2:3 Sermon text for Sunday, April 10

2:4-12 Sermon text for Sunday, April 17



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




John 3:16-18 (NIV) 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because He has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 9 on video:

This chapter, The God Who Loves. Some people think of God as an impersonal life force. Others think of Him as a transcendent but distant deity who could not possibly be interested in the nitty gritty of our little lives, still less actually love us. Others think of Him as a sweet spirited super grandfather figure whose main aim is to spoil us. 

In fact, what the Bible says about God’s love is rich, it’s evocative, diverse, powerful, humbling, subtle and utterly life transforming. Indeed, the Bible goes so far as to insist that the love Christians ought to have for each other should mirror and be part of the internal love life within God Himself, as mind-boggling as the comparison seems to be. While the love we have for fellow human beings who are not believers, and who may in some cases be bitter enemies, must reflect the love of God who sends His Son and His rain upon the just and the unjust alike, upon those who praise Him and those who hate Him.

If there is any place in this series where I wish I could have taken time to expand one session to 10 or 20, this is it. What this talk provides is the merest introduction to one of the grandest themes found in all the Bible. This is the God who loves.

Don Carson’s introduction from the book, The God Who is There, chapter 9.
Although we shall shortly return to John 3 and the account of Nicodemus, I want to begin this chapter by reflecting a little more generally on the love of God.
