	
Date: May 2-8, 2011
	Sermon Text: 1 Peter 2:11-25 - The Bible says: Our Holy-Spirit-transformed-lives are our best hope for silencing the naysayers!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Our goal in studying 1 Peter 1 and 2 is to more thoroughly understand what has happened to us in our new birth in Christ following the outline from 1:2, chosen by the Father, sanctified by the Spirit for obedience to Jesus Christ.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Peter 2:11-25 (NIV) 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us. 
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17 Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 

18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps. 
22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.”
23 When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly. 24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

	Chapter 12 - “The God Who Gathers and Transforms His People” from Acts, 1 Corinthians – Jude (Ephesians 2, 4 &5)
Summarize last week’s sermon with the help of this outline: When Peter calls on us to follow Christ’s example in suffering . . .
1. fully feel the empathy Christ has for us expressed when He became our substitute on the cross.

2. participate in the event of the cross by claiming Christ as our Savior, by attaching yourself to your crucified Savior.
3. look at life from the big picture view where Christ is reigning now as King.
2:13 What does submit mean? Are there some times when submitting myself to an authority would not be for the Lord’s sake? Who instituted the authorities who are among men? Who constitutes an authority to be listed under the category of an “instituted among men?” Is God authorizing what man approves? Is Peter giving us examples in “the king” and “governors”? Do church authorities fit under this category or is the phrase “among men” pertaining to political governance only? Does the American form of government modify this instruction?
2:14 What happens when the definitions of right and wrong are not commonly held by the king and the people, especially when the people have a more righteous view of right and wrong?
2:15 What does Peter believe will happen by our doing good within our culture? How does the phrase “it is God’s will” modify the imperative nature of Peter’s command to submit to every authority? Is it possible that the doing of good by righteous men could be misconstrued by those in authority as actually doing harm to society? i.e. What if our doing good does not “silence the ignorant talk of foolish men”? 
2:16 How can we merge verses 15 and 16, when the authorities over us do not value righteousness similarly? Regardless the outcome of our “doing good” and living as “free men” in society, what is Peter saying in v. 16 is the most important action for the Christian? How do you reconcile “live as free men” with “live as servants of God”?
2:17 Is this Peter’s summary statement of verses 13-16? What should we make of the order, if anything? Is Peter setting up two sets of relationships and the priority between them? i.e. respect everyone but love your Christian brothers; honor the king but fear God. In all the prior instructions, regardless the outcome, how it be should for Christians?
2:18 Why must a slaves’ submission be so encompassing? How do the previous verses impact the instruction to slaves to submit to their masters? Is Peter implying that all of us addressed in v.13 should submit with all respect even to harsh authorities? Does v.18 provide the parameters for the breadth of authorities instituted among men from v.13, i.e. from the king to the slave master? What is the context of this command? Are these slaves Christian slaves who are sincerely wanting to please the Lord? Is it possible that only “sincere Christians” could obey this kind of command? 
2:19 How does this instruction make any sense? Is it supposed to make sense or do we simply do this as an act of obedience to God and hope the outcome will bring honor to God? Again, what kind of relationship with Jesus does such a person have who would even consider bearing up “under the pain of unjust suffering?
2:20 What is the meaning of using words like “to your credit” in this discussion? In what sense do we do things to “get credit” for them? Is that what Peter is referring to or something else? How does the second half of this verse modify our understanding of “to your credit”? Is “to your credit” synonymous with “commendable before God”? What illustrations can you think of where we today would do good and suffer for it? 
2:21 How does Jesus provide us an example of vv.13-20? When did He submit to the king? . . . to the governors? . . . to harsh slave masters? When did He do good and have to suffer for it? Is it contradictory to be commanded to submit to the king knowing it ultimately is conditional on actions of not breaking a command of the Lord’s?
2:22 Does this mean we have to be completely honest with ruthless authorities? 
2:23 We know that Jesus didn’t always defend Himself, particularly in the last week of His life. So, are we not to defend ourselves when falsely accused? Is it an honor to God to allow lies to be spoken about us without some measure of defense?
2:24 Is there a point at which we cannot follow Christ’s example? Can any one of us bear the sins of another as Jesus did? What part of Christ’s life and action are we to imitate with regard to our responses to mistreatment and abuse? Is Peter saying that our response to those in authority over us, particularly those who would harm us for doing good, must be viewed through Jesus’ eyes? Are we to hold out hope for abusive authorities and demonstrate that by our doing good even when we are mistreated for doing so? Does that mean even our resistance or disobedience is done without malice? 
2:25 Is this Peter’s primary argument for why we should submit to authorities, even those who are abusive to us? . . . that we were as others are and what made the difference is we “returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls?” 


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




Chapter 12 – Bible Memory Verses: 
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NIV) 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit. 
Galatians 5:22-26 (NIV) 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
Philippians 3:7-11 (NIV) 
7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 12 on video:

Chapter 12, The God Who Gathers and Transforms His People. Especially in the West, a great deal of our outlook is characterized by a certain rugged individualism. Clearly such individualism can inspire raw courage and heroic leadership. Frankly, however, it can also stifle interest in others while fostering intense introspection. It regularly lacks candor and humility in its dealings with others while breeding condescending dismissal of others. In this talk I want to fill in a little of what the Bible says about the church. I am talking about God’s people, the church, not of course about church buildings. The Bible readily talks about God’s love for the church, about the church as an organism, a body, about how the church stands out as different from the world while bearing witness to the world and deeply concerned for it. The church is the only human institution that goes into eternity. While many today speak of how their brand of spirituality really doesn’t need the church or any form of organized religion, the God who is there in the Bible presents a startlingly different view of the church for which His Son shed His life’s blood.

Chapter 18 in Christ is All.

The questions get personal in this chapter of Christ is All. Don’t let that frighten you. Rather, welcome them. They may be God’s tools to lead you into even greater riches in your walk with Christ.

What a sad statistic from Barna Research Group: Only one out of every 14 adults said that anything related to spirituality or faith in Christ would help achieve what they might term success.

Personal Questions:

Do you sense that He (Christ) truly conquered your heart that day, the way a King of kings has every right to do?

Do you sense that as reigning Lord He still maintains full sway over you right now?

Do you know Him as trustworthy, as the One on whom you can depend without reservation?

What kinds of practical differences does this make in your daily walk with Him?

Do you daily expect Him to work in you above and beyond what you have received from Him thus far? (pp.97-98)

My struggles to rebuild a more Person-driven (rather than panic-driven) discipleship:

1. The fear that He WON’T. This is the fear that Christ will not want to break through for me in the ways His supremacy promises.

2. The fear the He WILL. This is the fear that Christ will want to break through for me in the ways His supremacy promises. . . . intimate encounters with Him feels unpredictable, disruptive, uncomfortable, and, most of all, costly.

3. The fear that I CAN’T. No matter how powerfully or prosperously Christ’s supremacy may break through for me, I dread the level of obedience He will expect of me as a result. (p.98)

Good news! The Spirit can convince us that (1) every promise of Jesus’ reign will be accomplished without fail, that (2) every demonstration of His reign will apply only God’s best to us, and that (3) every demand of His reign will be underwritten by His power and resources. (p.99)

