	
Date: April 11–17, 2011
	Sermon Text: 1 Peter 2:4-12 - The Bible says: Jesus, through the Gospel, makes us into a people who display the glory of God by word and deed!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Our goal in studying 1 Peter 1 and 2 is to more thoroughly understand what has happened to us in our new birth in Christ following the outline from 1:2, chosen by the Father, sanctified by the Spirit for obedience to Jesus Christ.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	[For context, last week’s text first.]
1 Peter 1:22-2:3 (NIV) 
22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For, “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25 but the word of the Lord stands forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you. 
2:1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
1 Peter 2:4-12 (NIV) 
4 As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.”
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,”
8 and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us. 
2:13-25 Sermon text for Sunday, May 1

2:13-25 Sermon text for Sunday, May 7


	Chapter 11 - “The God Who Declares the Guilty Just” from Romans chapters 1-4.
1:22 – 2:3 Summarize the significance of the two imperative instructions love one another and crave pure spiritual milk. 
2:4 What is suggested by our action of coming to Jesus the living Stone? Is this the natural response of a person who has been given new birth in Christ? Why would we be coming to a man who has been rejected by men? 

2:5 By referring to us as “living stones,” is Peter taking us back to Christ’s naming of Peter as the rock (Matt. 16:18)?
2:4-5 Do you hear the outline of the first 2 chapters here? [Chosen by the Father; Sanctified by the Spirit; for Obedience to Jesus Christ.] i.e. offering spiritual sacrifices is our obedience to Jesus Christ.

2:6 What is the meaning of calling Jesus “a stone in Zion”? In what sense is the “choosing” of Jesus to be the “stone in Zion” the same kind of choosing of us to be living stones for a spiritual house?
2:7 How do you understand the role and significance of our “believing” or “trusting” Jesus? [note: NIV translates the same word as trust in v.6 and believe in v.7.] What difference does it make if you trust Jesus or not?
2:8 How does Jesus cause men to stumble and fall? Peter indicates that disobedience plays a role in causing our fall, but what role does our destiny play in it? In what sense is obedience a synonym for believe? 
2:9 What is Peter trying to say with these variety of identities?
__ a chosen people
__ a royal priesthood
__ a holy nation
__ a people belonging to God

How does this 4th identity differ from the first?
How does this purpose statement compare to any previous purpose statements that Peter has thus made for those who have been chosen by God? (1:2How does this purpose statement expand or give more details to what our obedience to Jesus Christ involves?

2:10 What about the 5th identity? __ the people of God
Did the mercy that inspired God to give us new birth at the same time make us into the people of God? i.e. was our new birth both an individual event and a community event?
2:11-12 If 2:1-3 is an argument for how our sanctified or pure lives keep our relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ strong, could 2:11-12 be the argument for how our sanctified lives provide the basis for building evangelistic relationships with unbelievers?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 
If you believe that you have been chosen by God and are being sanctified by the Spirit, then you should rejoice when the preacher echoes God’s call to obey Jesus Christ.


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




Chapter 11 – Bible Memory Verses: 
Romans 3:23-24 (NIV) 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
Romans 4:5 (NIV) 
5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 
Romans 5:6-8 (NIV) 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 11 on video:

The unlikely title for this talk is: The God Who Declares the Guilty Just. If we take that title literally, we might conclude that God Himself must be unjust, for surely only an unjust judge would declare quilty people to be just. Isn’t it His job to declare the quilty guilty and to declare the just just? Mind you, that would be bad news for us because the Bible goes to great length to point us how universal and how repulsive all our sin is to God. If God declares the guilty guilty, we are all damned. Yet, in fact, one of the most astute of Jesus’ earliest disciples, the Apostle Paul, goes to considerable length to explain how the cross itself shows God to be simulataneously just and the one who declares guilty people to be just. If the cross and resurrection stand at the heart of the Gospel, a point I tried to sketch in during the 10th address, then explaining a little more closely what the death and resurrection achieved is nothing other that explaining a little more closely what the Gospel is.
Chapter 15 in Christ is All.

Last week from chapter 14, we were encouraged by the prospect that as our biblical vision of Jesus’ greatness and glory expands, so will our hope that our obedience to Jesus Christ today will lead to significant transformations in our lives tomorrow (p.71). Now in chapter 15 we are challenged to consider the possibility that we may not really be all that desperate for Christ to be Lord or Master of our lives. Wow, this is a sobering challenge. Yet, it is extremely important that we face this challenge if we are going to live in the fullness of all who Christ is.
I’ve included a .pdf attachment of chapter 15 just in case you’ve misplaced you copy. If you never received a copy of Christ is All, we still have a few left. Pick one up this Sunday.

Here is how our potential problem is described: “… in the end the ‘game’ is really about us, not about Him. Promises of fuller displays of His dominion leave our daily discipleship unfazed.” (p.83) “… many of us have redefined Jesus into someone we can both admire and ignore at the same time! – Rarely does it cross our minds that the supremacy of Christ means that He is the game in the final analysis.” (p.83) The Good News! “if we turn back to exalt once again in our Savior as the Monarch He is … -- we can create a life-saving paradigm shift inside the Church.” (p.84)
