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	Sermon Text 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 – “A picture to raise our vision”

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Paul told us in Philippians 3 that our citizenship is in heaven and that we eagerly await our Savior from there. He told us in Colossians 3 that since we have been raised with Christ we need to set our hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. In Joshua 1, we have painted for us an earthly picture of a heavenly reality that is promised to us that the Promised Land awaits us.

Each of these texts asks us to consider how the anticipation of our entry into our final and eternal home impacts how we live today.

As we turn now to the first chapter of 1 Thessalonians, the focus turns to how we live among those who need the gospel so it is heard, seen and experienced. What concerns us as we look at 1 Thessalonians 1 is this: How does our ever-deepening relationship with Christ lead us to live sacrificially for the purpose of advancing the gospel where we live?

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (NIV 84) 
1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace and peace to you.

2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 
6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 
7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. 
Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

	Introduction: Here is the testimony of HOW Thessalonians became disciple-making believers in Christ. Please examine this text to identify how Paul and his ministry team were effective in seeing the gospel change lives. What actions does this inspire for us?
1:1 Who’s this letter from?             To whom is it written? 
What do we know about their prior relationship or circumstance? 
(cf. Acts 16:40, 17:1-12)
1:2 What is a realistic understanding of Paul’s statement that he and his teammates “always thank God for” these believers?
1:3 What appears to be the substance of Paul’s thanks about these believers?
When you outline what Paul continually remembers about the Thessalonian believers, what is your response to such a commendation? What would it take for you to receive such a commendation? 

The result

Its action

The motivation

The source
You work

The Lord Jesus
prompted

hope

From where do faith, love and hope come?
1:4 What do Paul, Silas and Timothy know about these “brothers”?

1:5-6 How did they know this? What was the evidence?
Take note of the two parts to the evidence by the different subject in the two verses.
How the gospel came to them (v.5)
How they responded to it (v.6)
With words
With …
We lived …
Became imitators of …
Welcomed …

(v.5) What strikes you about how the gospel came to the Thessalonians?

(v.6) What strikes you about the way the Thessalonians responded?

1:7-8a What became of these believers as a result of the gospel coming to them and their response to it?

Go back over verses 4-6. Is there any one ingredient in the process of the “coming” of the gospel that could be taken out without any diminishing of the result?

Is there any one ingredient that stands out to you as more important than the others? Why or why not?

1:8b-10 Who are the “they” in verse 9? On what do you base your answer?
How did “they” learn of the conversion of the Thessalonians?

1:9-10 From what Paul heard others say about the Thessalonians, what ingredients in the gospel had clearly been articulated by the Thessalonians? Cite them below. Put them in your own words, if need be.

Conclusion: If someone were to ask you for the hope that you have, what would you say? What elements or ingredients would you include in your statement? How similar would it be to the content of verse 9 & 10?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] I will … 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:
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