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	Text: 1 Timothy 1:1-17 - When Government Oversteps its God-given Role #2: Is law our king or is the king our law?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	1 Timothy 1:1-17 (NIV) 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 
2 To Timothy my true son in the faith: 
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies rather than God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have wandered away from these and turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm. 
8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

	Introduction: It is overwhelmingly clear to me as a Christian citizen of the United States that God is calling on me and the entire Christian church in America to re-surrender ourselves to Jesus Christ for all that He is and for all He wants to do in us, for us and through us. I believe that God is sovereign (in control) over the events of our nation. It is my considered hunch that God is using the present events in our nation, including the leadership, to call His church to repent of having other gods that call the shots in our lives. This series of 4 sermons seeks to cooperate with what I understand to be God’s intentions for Christian citizens within the United States of America.
1:3 What is the meaning of “certain men”? 

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




