	
Date: October 8-14, 2012
	Sermon Text: 2 Samuel 6:1-23 – The result of true worship

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Is your worship Gospel centered? As you study this text, look for lessons on how your personal and congregational worship could be more focused on Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Look for the mistakes that were made and what changes were made to make worship all about our Lord.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	2 Samuel 6:1-23 (NIV84)
1 David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. 2 He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark. 3 They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart 4 with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it. 5 David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the Lord, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals. 
6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7 The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God. 
8 Then David was angry because the Lord’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah.
9 David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, “How can the ark of the Lord ever come to me?” 10 He was not willing to take the ark of the Lord to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed him and his entire household. 
12 Now King David was told, “The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God.” So David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 13 When those who were carrying the ark of the Lord had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14 David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before the Lord with all his might, 15 while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound of trumpets. 
16 As the ark of the Lord was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord, she despised him in her heart. 
17 They brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the Lord. 18 After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord Almighty. 19 Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes. 
20 When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet him and said, “How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, disrobing in the sight of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!” 
21 David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the Lord’s people Israel—I will celebrate before the Lord. 22 I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor.” 
23 And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death. 
	Introduction: The moving of the ark to Jerusalem relates closely to the establishment of the monarchy. It also needs to be seen as a sequel to the capture and return of the ark by the Philistines (1 Sam. 4:3–7:2). The earlier story grew out of the incident when Israel brought the ark into a battle that they were losing in hopes of turning the tide the other way. In that battle the Israelites lost 30,000 men, including the two sons of Eli, and the ark was captured (1 Sam. 4:10–11). The Philistines connected the ark with all the bad things that happened to them after its capture, so they got rid of it by taking it to Kiriath Jearim, to the house of Abinadab, whose son Eleazar took care of it (1 Sam. 7:1–2).  David’s two victories over the Philistines and the capturing of their idols cleared the way for the ark to be moved without opposition from the Philistines. To understand the mood of victory and celebration that surrounded the moving of the ark, 1 Samuel 4–6 ought to be read as background.

The ark was a symbol of the presence of God. Moving it to the new capital was David’s first step in making Jerusalem into a religious capital. 

The death of Uzzah, who touched the ark as it was about to fall (v. 7), created such fear that the journey was halted for ninety days.

While the ark had been neglected for years and may have looked like nothing more than an ornate box, the events reported in these verses remind us of God’s holy power for both disaster and blessing. David decided to make the transport of the ark a national affair with pomp and ceremony.

It’s interesting that David took as many men with him to recover the ark as had been killed when the ark was taken. The house of Abinadab was located approximately seven miles southwest of Jerusalem. 

Detailed instructions had been given for the moving of the ark in Numbers 4, and it was clearly stated that the penalty for touching the ark was death (Num. 4:15).
 

6:3 Was it a mistake to place the ark on a cart? (Numbers 4:15; 7:9)
6:5 To what contemporary event or action does this display of celebration remind you?
Why were they celebrating so?
6:6-7 Why was Uzzah’s action “irreverent” and how could it have been prevented? Does God hold us responsible for things we neglect or are ignorant of or simply unwilling to do?
6:8 With whom was David angry, God or Uzzah? Was David justified in being angry? (Perez = outburst against)
6:9-11 What’s going on inside David after Uzzah’s death? What do you make of the Lord’s blessing on Obed-Edom?
6:12-15 What convinced David to resume the return of the ark to Jerusalem? What changes did he make in procedure? Why? Did anything change in David through this process?

6:17-19 How does the worship in the tent connect to the celebration of bringing the arc to the tent? Is it less worshipful?

6:16, 20-23 The $50,000 question. Why was Michal upset with David’s uninhibited worship? Was she correct in her rebuke of David? Was she revealing her own issues of resistance to the Lord by her complaint?
How does David’s response to Michal compare to Jesus’ humility while on earth? (Philippians 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 3:18)
Conclusion: 
How does God want us to worship Him? 

How does that kind of worship impact how we live each day?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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