	
Date: May 21-27, 2012
	Text: 2 Timothy 4:1-8 - I have fought the good fight!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	In the early years of Christianity, Saul, later to become known as Paul, was a persecutor of Christians. In the later years of his life, Paul would be on the receiving end of persecution. Our primary text from 2 Timothy 4 allows us to hear from the Apostle Paul shortly before his anticipated execution. This text will help us think about how we will finish our life on this earth. Include in your study the two additional texts (Acts 7 & Hebrews 12) that will help with context from the way life was before surrendering to Christ and what we hope for beyond this life.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Acts 7:57-8:1 (NIV84) 
57 At this they1 covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him2, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul3. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 8:1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.
1 the Sanhedrin, the religious leaders of the Jews 2 Stephen 3 Paul
2 Timothy 4:1-8 (NIV84) 
1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of His appearing and His kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing. 
Hebrews 12:1-3 (NIV84)

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 


	7:57-8:1 What do we learn about Paul’s pre-conversation disposition towards Christianity?
4:1-5 Paul is instructing his younger apprentice. What are the great concerns that Paul has for which he gives a “charge” to Timothy?
Whom does Paul suggest comprises the audience to which Timothy is to “preach the Word”?

Do you consider yourself to be a “Timothy” for whom Paul’s charge is applicable? Why or why not?
4:6-8 What “departure” is Paul referring to?
What criterion does Paul use to determine the effectiveness of his life?
What is “the good fight”?

What is “the race”?
What is “the faith”?

On what basis can someone say, I have ... 

“fought” …?

“finished” …?

“kept”? …
12:1-3 How do these verses help us determine our effectiveness in living life?
How do these verses help us understand …

What is “the good fight”?

What is “the race”?

What is “the faith”?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




