	
Date: Dec. 27 – Jan. 2, 2011
	Sermon Text: Colossians 1:15-20; 1:23-29; 3:1-4; 3:11; 3:15-17 – Jesus Christ: Wholly above us and Wholly among us; Supreme yet Personal

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	The focus of this study is to become significantly overwhelmed at Christ’s supremacy but not lose our intimacy with Him.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV) 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. 
Colossians 1:23-29 (NIV) 
23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 
24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness— 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
28 We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me. 
Colossians 3:1-4 (NIV) 
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
Colossians 3:11 (NIV) 
11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
Colossians 3:15-17 (NIV) 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

	Introduction: How is Christ both supreme over us and intimate with us?
1:15 In what sense if Jesus the image of God? What is meant by firstborn? Did Jesus have a beginning?
1:16 How could Jesus have a beginning if all things were created by Him? What are those things in heaven that were created by Christ? How important is it that we understand that all things were created BOTH by Him and for Him?
1:17 In what sense is He “before” all things? i.e. before in time? . . . before in priority or position? How does Christ hold together all things? Is He cellular glue as well as cosmic glue?
1:18 How does conversation about the church fit with all Paul’s talk about all created things, and things in heaven and on earth, etc? Does it not seem out of place? Or, is our view of the church not like God’s view of it? What does Paul mean when he says Jesus is “the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead”? How does his use of “firstborn” here help us understand his use of “firstborn” in v.15? Why is it important for Paul to tell us this about Jesus? What does it mean that Jesus has the supremacy in everything? Is there anything not included in this statement?

1:19 Who made the decision that all of God’s fullness would dwell in Jesus? What is included in that fullness?
1:20 What needed to be reconciled to God and why? Is this talking about Jesus being God yet receiving an assignment from God to be the agent of reconciliation with all things that have been estranged from God? Has everything become estranged to God, including humans? How does the shedding of Christ’s blood on the cross bring about this reconciliation, the end of estrangement?
1:23 What is this gospel Paul refers to? How was it proclaimed already to every creature under heaven? How does this impact our understanding that we are to also proclaim the gospel to every creature under heaven?
1:24 In what sense were Christ’s sufferings lacking? How does Paul and how do we “fill up” or complete Christ’s afflictions? Surely Paul is not saying Christ’s death was insufficient to reconcile us to God, is he? How is it that the church is Christ’s body? Is the church also called to suffer to complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions?
1:25-27 What is included in Paul’s use of the phrase: the word of God in its fullness? How does v.27 answer this question? Who are the saints? Did that include the Gentiles? Why is Paul now speaking of Gentiles?
1:28-29 What is the difference, if any, between what Paul proclaims in 1:28 and the gospel that has been proclaimed to every creature in 1:23? What does Paul see are essentials to complete his commission to present everyone perfect in Christ? What is the meaning of “in Christ”? Why is Paul so passionate about his assignment? What is the distinction between being “in Christ” (1:27) and “Christ being in us” (1:28)?
3:1-3 Why did we need to be raised? To where have we been raised? Practically speaking, how do we set our hearts on things in heaven where Christ is seated? How do we undo our mindset that is fixated on earthly things? How does death help us undo our earthly mindset? How have we died yet still we live?
3:3-4 Is Paul speaking of our future hope as something that is a present reality? How is Christ our life now? For what do we hope?
3:11 How should we understand the statement: Christ is all and is in all? Could this be a statement of Christ’s supremacy and Christ’s centrality? . . . that He is supreme over all and central in all? But, if we are not placing our trust in Christ, is He still central IN us?
3:15 Is the peace of Christ ruling in my heart if I am not at peace with another member in Christ’s body? Why does Paul exhort us in this context to be thankful? 
3:16-17 Why are we called to admonish each other? Is it related to an absence of peace? . . . or an absence of gratitude? . . . or not doing all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ? How do we practically do all things in Christ’s name?
Conclusion: How is Christ both over you and in you?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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