	
Date: August 22-28, 2011
	Sermon Text: Colossians 1:21-2:8 – The Role of the Gospel and the Word of God in a Church’s Ministry – Part 2 – Our Singular Proclamation: Jesus Christ

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Paul makes his case for a comprehensive ministry within a local congregation.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Colossians 1:21-2:8 (NIV) 

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 
24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness— 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
28 We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me. 
1 I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. 
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

	What does Paul say about his ministry or the role of the Gospel ministry that could be seen as prescriptive for a church’s ministry or the objective of the pastoral team of a church?

1:21-22 Observed – here we are reminded again of how we got into Christ’s kingdom. It was not something we qualified for. In fact, we were unqualified to enter. We needed to be rescued from enemy territory. We even saw ourselves as the enemy of God when we lived in the dominion of darkness. Our behavior was evil. We were alienated from God. But He reconciled us by His Son’s physical death so we could be presented to Him as holy, without blemish and free from accusation.

1:23 Observed – the gospel is proclaimed. It is made known. It is spoken so that it is heard. It is expected that we who hear this gospel will continue in our faith in Christ Jesus, becoming established and firm in our faith. Implied – the establishment and firming up of our faith is directly related to our welcoming the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. (cf. 1:9) There is a cycle of increase in knowledge of God when we are living lives that are pleasing and honoring of Him that springs out of the hope we have in Christ that comes from a comprehensive teaching ministry grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the word of truth (cf. 1:10)

1:23 It seems Paul expresses that it is vital that we keep on growing knowledge of the Gospel.

When the gospel of hope is responded to it inspires faith in Christ and love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. That gospel has been heard and has been proclaimed to every creature. And Paul has become a servant to that gospel.

1:25 Observed – Paul was a servant, not only of the gospel, but also of the church of Jesus Christ. He was commissioned by God to present to believers the word of God in its fullness. Implied – ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ do not have any other option but to present to those under their care the word of God in its fullness. This is the pastor’s assignment. 

1:28 Observed – It is Christ we proclaim. When we admonish and teach everyone with all wisdom, the content of our admonishment and teaching is Jesus Christ. Our purpose for proclaiming Christ is that we can present to God everyone complete in Christ. Implied – The only possible way the pastoral team can present to God their congregation complete in Christ is to have proclaimed to them the word of God in its fullness. 
2:2 Observed – Paul’s restatement of the purpose of his ministry: believers are encouraged in heart. Implied – their faith is strengthened; they have joy in their relationship with Christ. Observed – Paul’s purpose is that the believers under his care are united in love. Implied - Faith in Christ does not grow in isolation from love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

2:2-3 Observed – the larger purpose of faith in Christ and love for the saints is for believers to know Christ in the complete fullness of His riches. Such knowledge is to know the mystery of God found in Jesus Christ. In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Assignment – We must See, Seek and Savor Christ. That is our first assignment of greatest importance. If we can wisdom and knowledge, where should we be looking? We need look only at Jesus Christ for in Him are hidden all those treasures. 
2:4 Implied – here is the basis for which we need to have solid teaching so that people within our congregation will not be deceived by “fine-sounding arguments.”

2:5 Observed – Paul again restates his foundational first priority: that every believer be firm in their faith in Christ.

2:7 Observed – a teaching ministry that is rooted in the gospel and the word of truth is what will give strength to believers and rouse an overflowing of thanksgiving. 

2:8 Observed – Christ is the foundation for our life. A full and complete knowledge of Him will keep us from being taken captive by the enemy through hollow and deceptive philosophy.



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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