	
Date: August 15-21, 2011
	Sermon Text: Colossians 1:3-2:8 – The Role of the Gospel and the Word of God in a Church’s Ministry – Part 1 – The Fruitful Gospel

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Paul makes his case for a comprehensive teaching ministry within a church.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Colossians 1:3-2:8 (NIV) 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God’s grace in all its truth. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13 For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. 
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 
24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness— 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
28 We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me. 
1 I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. 2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. 5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. 
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

	1:3 Observed – the pastoral team (we) prays for its congregation

1:4 Observed – two of the highest priorities within the congregation: 1. faith in Christ Jesus; 2. love for all the saints

1:5 Implied – there is a teaching ministry rooted in “the word of truth, the gospel,” that creates a well of hope both within the people and stored up for them in heaven. The purpose of a church’s teaching ministry is to grow its people in hope in Christ by teaching the word of truth. The result of proper teaching should be faith in Christ Jesus and love for the saints.

1:6 Implied – The gospel, rightly received, will bear fruit and grow way beyond the fellowship of a local congregation.

1:6 Implied – members hear the gospel and understand God’s grace in all its truth. The “all” strongly suggests that the word of truth is comprehensively taught to the entire congregation.

1:7 Observed – the teaching ministry involved multiple teachers. Paul was able to commend the teaching ministry of others who had made a significant contribution into the lives of people who were now under his care. Epaphras was viewed by Paul as a teammate in ministry, a faithful partner in Christ’s ministry.

1:8 Observed – The effect of the ministry of Epaphras was that the believers had grown in their faith in Christ Jesus (i.e., learned . . . God’s grace in all its truth) and were loving their brothers in Christ (your love in the Spirit.)

1:9 Observed – the pastoral team, made up of at least Paul and Epaphras, kept praying for the congregation, particularly in response to reports of how they were doing in the areas of their growth in faith in Christ Jesus and their love for all the saints.

1:9 Observed – top priority when praying for believers is for God to fill them with the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. Implied – we need to declare war against spiritual foolishness and ignorance. Spiritual foolishness and ignorance will prevent us from gaining the knowledge of God’s will.

1:10 Observed – the goal of Paul’s teaching ministry is that the believers in Christ will live lives worthy of the Lord, that please Him in every way.

1:10 Implied – living lives that are worthy, pleasing, of the Lord, will bear fruit through good works and will keep believers growing in their knowledge of God. There is a cycle of increase in knowledge of God when we are living lives that are pleasing and honoring of Him that springs out of the hope we have in Christ that comes from a comprehensive teaching ministry grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the word of truth.
1:11 Implied – the Holy Spirit is at work through His word and through the Gospel and through the faith and obedience of the believers that strengthens them with “all power” according to His glorious might. We can count on the Holy Spirit’s empowering as we live lives in surrender to Christ.
1:11-12 Implied – the Holy Spirit’s power enables us to have great endurance and patience while at the same time leading us to joyfully give thanks to God the Father.

1:12 Observed – it is God the Father who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. We do not qualify ourselves. Our qualification is a work of God; not us.

1:13-14 Observed – We are the product of a rescue mission. We were once bound in the dominion of darkness. But God has brought us into the kingdom of His beloved Son. Implied – to be brought into Christ’s kingdom is to be under His reign and rule. He is now the Master. Do we really see ourselves in this kind of relationship with Christ? What are the implications if we do? 

What follows is a description of our King, the King of the kingdom we now belong to.

1:21-22 Observed – here we are reminded again of how we got into Christ’s kingdom. It was not something we qualified for. In fact, we were unqualified to enter. We needed to be rescued from enemy territory. We even saw ourselves as the enemy of God when we lived in the dominion of darkness. Our behavior was evil. We were alienated from God. But He reconciled us by His Son’s physical death so we could be presented to Him as holy, without blemish and free from accusation.

1:23 Observed – the gospel is proclaimed. It is made known. It is spoken so that it is heard. It is expected that we who hear this gospel will continue in our faith in Christ Jesus, becoming established and firm in our faith. Implied – the establishment and firming up of our faith is directly related to our welcoming the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. (cf. 1:9) There is a cycle of increase in knowledge of God when we are living lives that are pleasing and honoring of Him that springs out of the hope we have in Christ that comes from a comprehensive teaching ministry grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the word of truth (cf. 1:10)

1:25 Observed – Paul was a servant of the church of Jesus Christ. He was commissioned by God to present to believers the word of God in its fullness. Implied – ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ do not have any other option but to present to those under their care the word of God in its fullness. This is the pastor’s assignment. 

1:28 Observed – It is Christ we proclaim. When we admonish and teach everyone with all wisdom, the content of our admonishment and teaching is Jesus Christ. Our purpose for proclaiming Christ is that we can present to God everyone complete in Christ. Implied – The only possible way the pastoral team can present to God their congregation complete in Christ is to have proclaimed to them the word of God in its fullness. 

2:2 Observed – Paul’s restatement of the purpose of his ministry: believers are encouraged in heart. Implied – their faith is strengthened; they have joy in their relationship with Christ. Observed – Paul’s purpose is that the believers under his care are united in love. Implied - Faith in Christ does not grow in isolation from love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

2:2-3 Observed – the larger purpose of faith in Christ and love for the saints is for believers to know Christ in the complete fullness of His riches. Such knowledge is to know the mystery of God found in Jesus Christ. In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Assignment – We must See, Seek and Savior Christ. That is our first assignment of greatest importance. 

2:4 Implied – here is the basis for which we need to have solid teaching so that people within our congregation will not be deceived by “fine-sounding arguments.”

2:5 Observed – Paul again restates his foundational first priority: that every believer be firm in their faith in Christ.

2:7 Observed – a teaching ministry that is rooted in the gospel and the word of truth is what will give strength to believers and rouse an overflowing of thanksgiving. 

2:8 Observed – Christ is the foundation for our life. A full and complete knowledge of Him will keep us from being taken captive by the enemy through hollow and deceptive philosophy.



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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