	
Date: January 21-27, 2013
	Sermon Text: Colossians 3:1-17 – The power of forgiveness and love

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	As citizens of heaven, we have been supremely loved and forgiven. Both love and forgiveness are continually and powerfully at work in our lives, transforming us into the likeness of our Lord. But as we saw from our study of Philippians 3, we live in our new lives as a result of first having been united with Christ in His death. Now to the Colossi church and to us, Paul instructs us to keep revisiting our death with Christ so we remain in the power of Christ’s love and forgiveness, not simply for our personal benefit but for the sake of extending forgiveness to others. In other words, we who have been forgiven are best positioned to forgive.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Colossians 3:1-17 (NIV84) 

3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
	Introduction: After reading through these first 17 verses of Colossians 3, you may hear “echoes” of Philippians 3. You may want to make note of those “echoes” and share them with a friend. You could start a conversation with someone who is studying both Philippians 3 and Colossians 3: How does Colossians 3 explain or say in other words what we heard Paul say in Philippians 3? 
Though there is much to think about from these verses, let’s focus on forgiveness and love. In that context, let’s look for ways this text helps us be encouragers of each other as we run the race set before us on our way to our heavenly home.
3:1-4 What did it take for you to be “raised with Christ?” How does v. 3 help you answer that question? 
What is Paul’s argument for “setting your mind on things above?”
What “benefits” come to us when we “set our minds on things above?”
3:5-8 In these verses, Paul gives two very strong imperatives. One is “put to death,’ and the other is “rid yourselves of” or “lock it up in a prison.” Maybe the effect of either action is the same, but practically, might there be some difference in “killing” a sinful behavior and “locking up” a former way of sinning.
When you read the two lists of five sinful behaviors, can you place them in two distinct categories (which may account for how Paul distinguishes how we should deal with them (yes? Maybe no?)
What tangible, practical action would you take to “put to death” or kill the five passions listed in v.5? 
What tangible, practical action would you take to “rid yourselves of” or lock up in prison feelings
3:9-11 How does Paul distinguish our “old self” from our “new self”?
Can you think of ever having “taken off your old self”? Is this like the action an immigrant takes when he become a new citizen of the United States where he renounces his prior loyalty to his previous home and pledges allegiance to his new home?
How are those “putting off” and “putting on” actions “renewed”?
Why does Paul bring us contrasting identities as part of his discussion about “putting off” and “putting on”?
How does Christ being all and in all promote the renewing of our “new self”?

3:12 Can you summarize what Paul has stated up to this point that could fit into the one word “therefore”?

3:12-17 Are these verses the answer of how we put into prison or rid ourselves of our sinful reactions when offended or hurt? 
Does the “clothing” that Paul tells us to wear insulate us or, maybe, create an absorbent surrounding so that we can see the offender with Christ’s eyes and not our own?
3:13 What’s the difference between bearing with and forgiving someone? 

What gives us the desire and ability to forgive when we have been aggrieved? 
3:14 What does love bind together? Is Paul saying love binds all these Christ-like virtues together? Or, is he saying love binds people together who are the givers and receivers of these virtues?

3:15-17 The “peace of Christ” sounds so much less tangible than the “word of Christ.” How do we “let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts?”
What ways should we be using the “word of Christ” in our fellowship?
Conclusion: How do these verses empower us to be givers of forgiveness and love? Is there anything that is keeping you from becoming more loving and forgiving?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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