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	Text: Daniel 3:1-30 - When Government Oversteps its God-given Role #4: Using governmental power to require disobedience to God’s law

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Daniel 3:1-30 (NIV) 
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. 
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and He will rescue us from Your hand, O king. 18 But even if He does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 
They replied, “Certainly, O king.” 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent His angel and rescued His servants! They trusted in Him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
	3:5 Were these people caught off guard thinking that the dedication of the image was an innocent event, not knowing that they would be required to bow down to it?

3:6 Why did the punishment for refusing to worship the image have to be so severe? Would it have made any difference if it were a small fine?
3:7 What was the motivation to denounce the Jews?

3:10 What is so significant about these musical instruments? Was there a musician’s union that was requiring that their instrument be mentioned whenever it was played? Why does the whole list need to be given each time instruments are mentioned?

3:12 Was the king really unaware of the actions of these certain Jews? Is it possible that King Nebuchadnezzar was willing to let these Jews off the hook until the astrologers made a big deal about them? Where is Daniel? Why is he not in the list?
3:13 What is the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s furious rage?

3:15 Did King Nebuchadnezzar truly believe that his power was unstoppable? Why didn’t the king inquire as to why these Jews did not bow and worship?

3:16 Had the kings demand implied a request for an explanation or a defense? Are Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego exacerbating their problem by saying they have not need to defend themselves?
3:17-18 How did these three men come to have such confidence in God that He would deliver them from the furnace? What allowed them to give God the option to not rescue them and not hold it against Him?
3:19-20 Was the king’s fury of a different kind after the verbal defiance of the Jews that explained their physical defiance? What changed about the king’s attitude? Had he been hopeful that there was simply a misunderstanding of the instructions or consequences? Was the heating of the furnace to seven time hotter than usual reflective of the king’s change of attitude? Did the king think the Jews would also try to resist being thrown into the furnace? What evidence would you cite?
3:21 What do you make of the garments of these Jews? Do they have meaning?

3:22-23 Does this suggest that the strong soldiers actually failed to throw the Jews into the furnace, but rather the Jews fell in as the soldiers died of their exposure to the heat?
3:24 From where was Nebuchadnezzar viewing the furnace? Had he also watched the soldiers get killed by the heat? What kind of furnace was it that would allow for viewing what was going on in it? How does the king’s amazement compare with his fury expressed earlier?
3:25 What aspects of what Nebuchadnezzar saw made the site so startling? Where did he get the notion that the gods would have a son? How would he have known of the likeness or image of a son of the gods?
3:26-27 What cautions would you presume the king exercised as he approached the furnace? What attitude shift took place in Nebuchadnezzar upon his startling observation? What was obviously clear to those who observed the miracle? What role did the Jew’s verbal defiance play in the change that took place in the king? How did God show Himself strong on behalf of the three Jews? Do you think God would have done this for the Jews if they had not taken such a high risk in defying the king?
3:28 What is remarkable about the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar? How did the defiance of the Jews impact the “conversion” of Nebuchadnezzar?
3:29 What else did this event convince Nebuchadnezzar of that he expressed in his testimony? Why do you think the king felt he needed to protect the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abedenego?
3:30 What kind of promotion did the king give to the three Jews?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




