	
Date: August 9-15, 2010
	Text: Ephesians 4:2; 1 Peter 3:8 - Relational Imperatives for Christians: #2. Be Patient with One Another

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Keep in mind that we have a natural resistance to obey the relational imperatives for Christians. It’s our sinful nature. But, we also have a much greater source of power in the Holy Spirit to whom we are to surrender and thus find strength to obey our Lord’s commands. We are looking at how to fight off the natural resistance to obey and how to surrender to Christ so we can be patient with one another. We are taking note of how obeying the Bibles relational imperatives will change our church.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Ephesians 4:1-6 (NIV) 
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
1 Peter 3:8-12 (NIV) 
8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, 
“Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 
11 He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
	What commands are given in these two texts?

From these two passages, what barriers do we naturally face when trying to obey the commands?
What resources that help us obey these commands are identified in these texts? 
What examples can you cite of someone showing patience towards you?

What examples of patience have you shown to others?

How specifically would our church family be impacted if everyone showed more patience toward one another? 

From these texts, what motivates you to be patient with others?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




