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	Sermon Text: Ephesians 5:22-33; 6:1-4 – Why are children inseparable from marriage?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	We must be able to express why God’s instructions about marriage provide the best environment for children to flourish and live God-honoring lives. Please include Deuteronomy 4:9-14 in this study.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Ephesians 5:22-33 (NIV84) 
22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which He is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of His body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 
Ephesians 6:1-4 (NIV84) 
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 
4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 


	Why are children inseparable from marriage?

5:22-24 From the child’s perspective, what is s/he observing when mom submits to dad as to the Lord?
. . . what is s/he absorbing?

Why is it important for a child to observe and absorb his/her mom in this kind of relationship with his/her dad?
Can we include this as another primary intention of God for marriage?

5:25-30 From the child’s perspective, what is s/he observing when dad loves mom like Christ loves the church?
. . . what is s/he absorbing?

Why is it important for a child to observe and absorb his/her dad in this kind of relationship with his/her mom?

Can we include this as another primary intention of God for marriage?

We understand that when sin entered the world it pervasively spread destruction and death into the whole world. Sin works like cancer to destroy lives and relationships, physically and spiritually. We live in a world full of the consequences of sin’s destructive work and are affected by it. Because we inherited a sin nature from Adam, even after receiving Christ into our lives for salvation, we still experience a war with sin against us. But now we have power through the Holy Spirit to gain victory over sin, though we likely will still have to live with sin’s consequences. God has called us to be His people to proclaim hope in an otherwise hopeless world caught in the grip of sin. Our message from God to the world is that we can be conquerors over sin’s power through Christ.
5:31-33 What is the intended impact on children that results from the one-flesh union of a husband and a wife?
How does it help children live in a sin-filled world?
How does it help children deal with their own sin and inadequacies? 

Why are children inseparable from marriage?

6:1-3 Why does God expect children to obey their parents?

Obviously, there are many children who don’t live with one or both of their biological parents do to no fault of their own. Before we consider the application of this command to other parent configurations, let’s think about what is God’s intention for such a command?

What does “go well with you” include? 
What has happened that results in things “going well”? 
Is the “going well” for the child primarily related to obeying his/her parents?
What was God’s intention of genetically linking children with parents as well as linking them physically, educationally, and spiritually? (cf. Deuteronomy 6:1-25)
Now think about children who are separated from one or both of their parents. Based on what we know from Scripture, what is the best arrangement for them so that God’s intentions for them are fulfilled?

Dr. Jennifer Morse states: “The child is entitled to a relationship with and care from both of the people who brought him into being.” “Marriage should protect the interests of both parents in pursuing their common project of rearing their children” (www.ruthinstitute.org). In what way could we consider these statements as Biblical?
6:4 Why do you think Paul addresses “fathers” in verse 4? Why the word of caution to fathers?

What is the command to fathers? How inclusive and encompassing is this command? How does obeying this command benefit children?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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