	
Date: November 8-14, 2010
	Sermon Text: Genesis 1:1-25– The Bible says: God exists and He creates!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	We turn to the book of beginnings to find the foundations of our existence. The discoveries we make in the book of Genesis, particularly in the first few chapters will play a very important part in understanding the rest of the Bible.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Genesis 1:1-25 (NIV) 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.” 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 
9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters He called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 
11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

	Introduction: “A right view of God actually authorizes science. . . . In the controlled universe of Christian theism, God remains sovereignly in control of everything, but He operates in an ordered way and often through many secondary causes. Biblical writers know of the water cycle, but they are happy to say that God sends the rain; Jesus knows birds can fall dead from old age, starvation, and disease, but He insists that not a sparrow falls from the heavens apart from His heavenly father’s sanction. The orderliness of God’s activity is, from a Christian’s perspective, what makes science possible; the discovery of how things work in the natural/material world is nothing other than the uncovering of how God normally does things in this physical world. But that does not prevent Him, should He choose to do so, from doing something in an entirely extraordinary way – like raising Jesus from the dead. And that is one way of defining a miracle.” (p. 26-27, Discussion Guide)
God exists! How do we know this?

God creates! How do we know this?

Can you can complete this outline of chapter 1? 
3 Problems; 3 Preparations; 3 Populations

Problem

Preparation

Population

v.2 darkness







v.3-5 
v.14-19 
v.2 deep waters




v.6-8 
v.20-23 
v.2 formless & empty earth


v.9-13 
v.24-31 
What is God communicating by the way He resolved the problems of darkness, deep waters and a formless and empty earth? 

What is the significance of the act of “separating” in the process of creating?

What examples can you site of the act of separating being part of creating something?

What actions are ascribed to God in Genesis 1?

How does “revelation” of truth bring a necessary balance to the deducing of truth or drawing a conclusion from inference or even from discoveries?

How do you know the God who exists and creates?
In what ways have we created a “scientific” system that disallows certain information in order to protect our presuppositions?
Conclusion:


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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