	
Date: Dec. 6 - Dec. 12, 2010
	Sermon Text: Genesis 10:32-11:9; 12:1-3; 15:1-6 – The Bible says: The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	These texts represent a transition from the creation and fall narratives to “The God Who Writes His Own Agreements.” In Genesis 1:28, God instructed Adam to be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Even in His punishment of rebellion, God is working His purposes out through His people. There is a sense in which this Old Testament text resembles the New Testament early chapters of Acts when through persecution the church spread out to the uttermost parts of the earth.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Genesis 10:32-11:9 (NIV) 
32 These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according to their lines of descent, within their nations. From these the nations spread out over the earth after the flood. 
1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 
3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 
5 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let Us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 
8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV) 
1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. 
2 “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
Genesis 15:1-6 (NIV) 
1 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” 
2 But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lord, what can You give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 
4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then He said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
6 Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness. 

	Introduction: 
10:32 All the present people are linked to one source, Noah. Yet they have become many nations. The story of Babel explains that the spreading of God’s peoples was accomplished through God’s punishment for their rebellion.
11:1 What is the difference between language and speech, if any? What about the languages mentioned in 10:5 & 10:20 & 10:31? Is the answer that everyone was bi-lingual? Or is this just a feeble attempt to reconcile these texts? Is ch. 11:1-9 an explanation for the languages we read about in ch. 10?
11:2 Who are these men that moved eastward? Did they move eastward or westward (cf. ESV)? Does their direction have anything to do with the expulsion of Adam & Eve from the Garden of Eden where the east gate was closed to them and to us? How does Gen 4:12 help us determine which direction the men moved?
11:3 Is there any significance in being told about their choice of bricks over stones and tar over mortar? Are these objects symbolic of something? Was this evidence of a poor choice, a selfish choice, an economical choice? What should we make of this decision?
11:4 Is there anything wrong with building a city? . . . or a tower? Should we particularly take note of the inclusion of “ourselves” to build a city? What motivated their desire to build a city and a tower? Were they fearful of something? Were they in rebellion against God? Why did they feel a need to make a name for themselves? Do we have a conflict between what is said in 10:32 (spread out/scattered) with what is said here? Are they wanting to undo the spreading out that occurred after the flood? Was the prior scattering good or bad? What is wrong with trying to avoid being scattered over the face of the earth? Is there a purpose for being scattered? Is it a fulfillment of Gen. 1:28 to fill the earth and subdue it? Is the Great Commission similar to the original order to fill the earth and subdue it? And was the apparent disobedience of the early Christians to leave Jerusalem similar to the desire of these people to stop the scattering and build a city?
11:5-7 With whom did the Lord have dialog? Why is God concerned about the possibility that nothing would be impossible for these people if they continue speaking the same language? Was God being sarcastic? What is God afraid of? Do we dare ask such a question? Is His fear for them, not for Himself? Does this suggest there is power in a common language? When does it become a problem? Does this cause us to think about a one world government in Revelation 
11:8-9 Was this scattering a punishment for a rebellion? Did the punish help fulfill God’s original command to fill the earth and subdue it?
12:2 What’s the difference between us wanting to make our name great versus God making our name great?
15:5 How does God bring a man to greatness?

Issue #1: Spreading vs. not spreading? What does God want?
Issue #2: Should we seek to have a great name by ourselves or is our have a great name God’s doing? What is the difference?
Conclusion: 



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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