	
Date: November 22-28, 2010
	Sermon Text: Genesis 3:1-13– The Bible says: Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	We turn to the book of beginnings to find the foundations of our existence. The discoveries we make in the book of Genesis, particularly in the first few chapters will play a very important part in understanding the rest of the Bible.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Genesis 3:1-13 (NIV) 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 
4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 He answered, “I heard You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
12 The man said, “The woman You put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

	Introduction: This story introduces us to how innocent humanity lost their innocence and how their sin became part of even our human nature.

3:1 Does crafty necessarily mean evil or could it be a good quality, as well? What should we make of the fact that God made the serpent? Did God make the serpent more “crafty” or was this a development post creation? Was this an actual wild animal or only symbolic for the devil? Why would the devil be depicted as a wild animal?

Why did the serpent go to the woman instead of the man? What was the goal of the conversation the serpent had with the woman? What was incorrect about the serpent’s question? 

3:2-3 How is it that a human can speak to an animal? Does this suggest that the serpent was simply a name given to the devil? What was incorrect about the woman’s answer to the serpent’s question? Were there clues in the serpent’s question that could have alerted the woman that she was the target of a scam? Why would she add the restriction to “not touch it”? Is there any significance in her replacing “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” with the words “the tree that is in the middle of the garden”?

[2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” ]
3:4-5 On what authority could the serpent contradict God? What is his argument for why he (thought he) knew what God was really thinking when He stated the consequence of disobedience? Was the devil suggesting that God was giving a false threat of death so that He could keep Adam from being like God? Was he (the deceiver) really saying, “God is deceiving you”? What does it mean to know “good and evil”?

3:6 Was this the first awareness for the woman that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye? (cf. 2:9) Where did she get the idea that the tree was also desirable for gaining wisdom? So, what was the deciding factor for the woman to eat the fruit?

[2:9 And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.]
3:6b Why do we not see any resistance on the part of the husband to the offer to eat the forbidden fruit? 

3:7 What happened to the vision of both of them? Why is it significant that they realized they were naked? Had they not realized that before now? Why did they feel the need to cover themselves? How effective are fig leaves for covering one’s guilt? What died for them when they sinned?

[2:25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.]
2:8-9 Do we have any indication that this was the first time God had walked and talked with them in the garden? Why was this time so different from the others? Why did they hide themselves among the trees when they already had covered themselves with fig leaves? Was God “playing” with the man by asking him where he was? Is there any significance in God speaking to the man and not both of them?

2:10 What should we make of the parts of Adam’s answer? If hearing God previously walking in the garden had not produced fear, why now? How did Adam know that it was his nakedness that caused him to be afraid? Of what or of whom was he afraid of? Why did he hide? How did Adam think this would solve his fear or guilt or shame?

2:11 How does God’s question highlight the change that sin had made within Adam? Was this the “wisdom” that Satan had promised them for their disobedience? Why does God ask questions? Could He have not simply told Adam what He had done? What was God trying to do?

2:12 What is Adam’s strategy in his answer? Is Adam trying to shift his responsibility for unquestioningly eating the fruit from himself to someone else? Is he shifting it to God or to the woman? Or both?

2:13 By God asking the woman to give an accounting of her actions, is God holding her responsible for Adam’s disobedience and letting Adam off the hook? How is the woman’s answer any different from Adam’s? What does the woman admit that the man does not? 

Conclusion: Ultimately, what is the problem identified in this story? Is it man’s disobedience to God’s commands? Or, is it something even more significant? Could it be idolatry? What is idolatry? Are Christians today sometimes guilty of idolatry?



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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