	
Date: Nov. 29-Dec. 5, 2010
	Sermon Text: Genesis 3:1-13 & 4:1-16 – The Bible says: Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	We turn to the book of beginnings to find the foundations of our existence. The discoveries we make in the book of Genesis, particularly in the first few chapters will play a very important part in understanding the rest of the Bible.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Genesis 3:14-24 (NIV) 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 
17 To Adam He said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 
21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of Us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After He drove the man out, He placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
Genesis 4:1-16 (NIV) 
1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 
6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” 
8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 
9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
10 The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 
13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today You are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from Your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 
15 But the Lord said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 
	Introduction: You cannot make sense of the Bible until you come to agreement with what the Bible says our problem is. . . . The ultimate problem is our alienation from God, our attempt to identify ourselves merely with reference to ourselves, this idolatry that de-gods God; and what we must have is reconciliation back to this God, or we have nothing. (The God Who Is There, p.41)
3:14 Should we read “serpent” as Satan? Does the symbolism of 3:1 continue here? Is Satan’s presence in the serpent similar to what we know of as demon possession? Is the “above all” curse on the “serpent” commensurate with his previous status as “more crafty than any of the wild animals” to be humiliated “below all” (3:1)? How is crawling on one’s belly and eating dust a curse for either the serpent or Satan? Is this curse also symbolic? Do good or fallen angels eat? Do they have bodies? What is the connection between the woman sinning by eating and the curse on Satan having to do with eating? Is this the source of the phrase, “eat my dust” or “shake the dust off your feet”?
3:15 What does the enmity between Satan and the woman and her offspring look like in practice? How would we know that Jesus is being referred to here as the offspring of the woman who will crush Satan’s head? What does it mean for Satan to strike Jesus’ heel? When do these actions take place? Is God’s curse a use of the woman to retaliate against Satan through her offspring? Is the bruising significant because of the location of the strike, head or heel?
3:16 Is it pain (singular) or pains (plural)? Why would God choose childbearing as the reminder of the woman’s sin in the Garden? Does the pain of childbearing extend throughout life whenever the mother sees her offspring sin? i.e. is childbearing only referring to the birthing of a child? Does pain of seeing a rebellious child bring us all back to the first sin in the Garden? What kind of desire will the woman have for her husband? Will there be “enmity” between the woman and her husband? What is the meaning of her husband “ruling over” her?
3:17 How did Adam “listen” to his wife? How should he have “listened” to her? What significance should we see in God reminding Adam of His command to not eat of that fruit? What is God accomplishing by cursing the ground for Adam’s sin? Is “painful toil” synonymous with “pains in childbearing”? Is “painful toil” the result of Adam listening unquestioningly to his wife and not being the obedient leader God had called him to be? What changed for Adam’s work following the curse? Did the value of work diminish? Did work simply become harder and more complicated? 
3:18 Are thorns and thistles a “post fall” creation? Are they to be for us reminders of Adam’s sin? If God created thorns, does that mean He did create something that was not good?

3:19 What is the significance of “ground”? (We came from it. We work it. It is what is cursed. It produces thorns & thistles. We return to it. Etc.) Is the dust of Adam’s dead body the food that the serpent will eat as a reminder of his great crime against God and man?
3:20 Is there a time gap between 3:19 & 3:20? What does the name “Eve” mean? Why is this information at this time? Is the birth of each human a reminder to Satan that he told a lie to the woman that she would not die if she disobeyed God?
3:21 From where did God get the skins? Were certain animals sacrificed in order to harvest clothes for Adam and Eve? Why is God simply changing the clothes? Why does there seem to be no attempt to return to the state of the original creation, i.e., naked and unashamed? 
3:22 What is God’s concern about man eating from the tree of life? Was the tree of life off limits along with the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?
3:23 What did Adam and Eve lose by being banished from the Garden? How was their work different now than in the Garden?

3:24 For how long were the cherubim station at the entrance to the Garden? Does the Garden still exist or did it cease to exist at some particular point in time, like the flood? Do we have any clues?

4:1-16 How is this a fulfillment of the discipline the Lord brought upon the woman?
4:2-5 Where did the boys get the idea of bringing an offering to the Lord? Can we presume they were instructed to do so? Why did the Lord look with favor on Abel’s offering but not on Cain’s? On what basis was Cain angry?
4:6-7 Does this suggest that Cain knew what was right but chose not to do it? Does this also suggest that Cain was given a second chance to get it right?
4:7 How does this verse shed light on 3:16 and the meaning of the woman having desire for the man? Is the picture of sin crouching similar to the curse on Satan to crawl on the ground on his belly?
4:8 Was Cain’s awareness of what he was about to do in killing his brother a similar awareness he had that his offering would not be pleasing to the Lord?
4:9 How is Cain just like his parents? From where did Cain learn these responses?
4:10-12 What is the significance of the frequent mention of ground in Cain’s story? Is this the first curse placed on a human as opposed to curses placed on the serpent and on the ground? What is the curse on Cain?
4:13-16 Is Cain exaggerating God curse on him? If so, why? What affect did the Lord’s curse have on Cain? Is Cain expressing a desire or hunger for the Lord’s presence even after his disobedience and his murdering of his brother? Is the Lord showing mercy towards Cain by placing a mark on him? What do we know about the land of Nod?
Conclusion: 



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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