	
Date: May 9-15, 2011
	Sermon Text: Hebrews 12:1-17 - The Bible says: God our Father disciplines us so we will bear the fruit of righteousness!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	(Carson: An introduction to judgment in hell)


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Hebrews 12:1-17 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: 
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when He rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son.”
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 
14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 16 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 17 Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears. 

	Chapter 13 - “The God Who Is Very Angry” from Revelation 1-20
In our study with Don Carson from his book, The God Who Is There, he will be turning our attention to the real threat of facing judgment in hell. Only through God’s provision of Jesus Christ do we have the hope of avoiding that destiny.
12:1-3, 9-16 As you study this text from Hebrews 12, look for ways the author gives us for avoiding hell.

12:4-6 Look for connections to our previous discussions from 1 Peter about the role of suffering in the process of our sanctification, of God’s setting us apart for His purposes. i.e. what, if any, is the connection between discipline and punishment with suffering for righteousness sake?

12:8 Why do we not want to be “illegitimate children and not true sons?”
12:17 What is the lesson we are to learn from Esau?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




Chapter 13 – Bible Memory Verses: 
Matthew 10:28 (NIV) 
28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 13 on video:

Chapter 13, The God Who Is Very Angry. Quite frankly this talk’s topic can be terrifying; The God Who is Very Angry. Yet the fact remains that the Bible dares to mention the wrath of God more than 600 times. It never does so out of some vicious glee that smirks at mention of hell. No, the person who talks about hell most frequently in the Bible is the Lord Jesus Himself; the same Lord Jesus who weeps over the city. So, I beg of you not to skip this session. After all, we are not talking about merely abstract ideas of judgment, but the judgment itself that all of us human beings must face. We’re not evaluating an abstract notion of punishment in hell, we’re talking about something that will be in our own future if we do not embrace the escape that God has graciously provided. The Bible itself will drive us back from the portals of hell to stand in the shadow of Jesus’ cross and in the entrance to His empty tomb. Here, and here alone, we will be secure.

Chapter 19 in Christ is All.

“‘At times, we must accept finite disappointments. But we must never lose the infinite hope God gives us in Jesus.’” Martin Luther King (p.105)
“There’s good news each time hope is shaken. The experience can bring a blessing if the setback drives Christians to reexamine what we really believe about the glory of God’s Son – and if in turn this wakes us up to all the hope we are meant to have because Jesus is Lord.” (p.105)

Regarding Holocaust survivors: “‘Those who prevailed through horrible trials did so primarily because they were convinced there was “something beyond the barbed wire to live for, something to look forward to, something to go home to.’” (Viktor Frankl) (p.106)
“How do we convince people imprisoned in a canyon full of broken dreams to risk believing that some form of concrete, lasting hope still exists?” (p.107)
“In the midst of every difficult challenge the world faces, Christians must come back to foundational issues of faith, such as: Does God’s Word promise tangible triumphs through His Son that I can anticipate at this moment with confidence? Is He actively shaping my future right now or just watching it unfold?” (p.108)
“As psychologist John Eldredge reminds us, such doubts (regarding unanswered prayers) can unleash ‘the most poisonous’ lies in Satan’s arsenal. Using them to intensify every other form of hopelessness, the Tempter whispers: ‘For you personally, things will never, ever change!’” (p.110)
“Any loss of hope inside the church wounds our witness outside the church. . . . It reveals to the world that our vision of God’s Son is too small.” (p.111)

