	
Date: May 23-29, 2011
	Sermon Text: Hebrews 13:7-21 - The Bible says: We are looking for the enduring city that is to come!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	(Carson: An introduction to the blessings of heaven)sdf 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Hebrews 13:7-21 (NIV) 
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
9 Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. 10 We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat. 
11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through His own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to Him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace He bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 
15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that confess His name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon. 
20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
Hebrews 12:22-24 (NIV) 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

	Chapter 14 - “The God Who Is Triumphs” from Revelation 21-22
How does your church prepare you to live in anticipation of the great consummation of all things in Christ in the heavenly city of God?

13:7 [As an overall question of v.7: What all is involved in remembering our leaders?] Sub-questions: 1. What kind of leaders should we remember? What is the interplay of the word of God, a person’s way of life and their faith? (How do they interact with each other?) Does this suggest there are some leaders we should not remember? 
13:8 How does Jesus being the same forever help us understand what the writer means by Jesus yesterday, how far back in time does yesterday go? What is it about Jesus that He is the same yesterday, today and forever? What difference does it make to me that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever and Why is the writer telling me this about Jesus here in v.8?
13:9 What qualifies as a strange teaching? Is there a connection here with the teachings of the leaders we should follow? Does v.8 exist to say that Jesus is the focus of all true teaching? 
Why is grace more valuable than cermonial foods? Is this a contrast between spiritual and physical foods? 

13:10 Why do we need to know that there is an altar from which ministers at the tabernacle have no right to eat its food? What is the food? Is is the sacrifice? Are two altars being referred to here, one the OT tabernacle, the other the cross of Christ? 
13:11-12 What is it that we need to know about the Old Testament sacrifices and Christ’s sacrifice? In what ways are they similar? In what ways, if any, are they different? Do verses 11-13 help us understand this verse?
13:13 Why are we to go to Christ outside the camp? What does that mean? Why are we to bear the disgrace He bore? 
13:14 What city is being spoken of here? What, if any, contrast is being set up here between Christ and the physical city of Jerusalem? What new light does this verse shed on 12:22-24 about the heavenly city of Jerusalem? Can we continue to say that heaven is a present reality for us even while we are waiting to go there?
13:15 How do we offer a sacrifice of praise through Jesus? What is sacrificial about offering praise, especially when it is out of deep gratitude? What does the writer have in mind by with the phrase, the fruit of lips that confess His name?
13:16 What is the difference between a sacrifice of praise and a sacrifice of doing good and sharing with others? 
13:17 What is said in v.17 that is not said in v.7 and vice versa? Why are vv.7 and 17 separated from each other? How is the content between them significant (or not) to understanding v.17? Are the leaders in v.7 the same leaders in v.17? What is the argument for why we should obey our leaders? What authority does a spiritual leader have in our lives? To what extent do we obey our spiritual leaders? How would life change for us if we actually obeyed our spiritual leaders? Is it possible that the writer views spiritual leaders as spokesmen for God?
13:18-19 If the writer fits the category of being a spiritual leader, how do vv.18 & 19 resonate with previous descriptions of leaders in vv.7 & 17. 
13:20-21 Why is Jesus described as the great Shepherd of the sheep? What all is involved in God work with us as noted in these verses?
12:22-24 Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. 2 metaphores combined: mountain and city
· to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly
· to the church of the firstborn whose names are written in heaven

· to God, the Judge of all men

· to spirits of righteous men made perfect

· to Jesus the Mediator of a new covenant

· to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




Chapter 14 – Bible Memory Verses: 
Revelation 21:3-4 (NIV) 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
Transcript from Don Carson’s introduction to chapter 14 on video:

Chapter 14, The God Who Triumphs. By this title I mean to say more than that this God is actually there and not just a figment of our imaginations and that He eventually triumphs over all other ostensible gods. That is doubtless true. But the last two chapters of the Bible promise much more. God is bringing the world to a consummation; the final restoration; what the Bible variously calls a new heaven and a new earth, or the new Jerusalem. Not only will justice be done, it will be seen to be done. The final transformation of Christ’s blood-bought people will bring about resurrection existence and a universe so renovated that no hint of death, sin, corruption, hatred and idolatry will lurk there. Biblically faithful Christianity, including the call to sacrifice for others as we follow King Jesus, does not really make much sense unless it makes eternal sense. So, Christians look forward to the end, even though we know that end may be long delayed. But we hunger for it and we join Christians throughout the ages who have prayed, “even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Chapter 21 in Christ is All, Are you ready to foster a Christ Awakening movement as a Messenger of Hope?
Hopefully you have made it through the first 20 chapters of Christ is All. In doing so, I trust you not only understand what a Christ Awakening is but you also long to be part of a Christ Awakening among all your Christian brothers and sisters.
“A Christ Awakening is when God’s Spirit uses God’s Word to reintroduce God’s people to God’s Son for all He is.” (p.118)

“To revitalize the whole Church to take the whole gospel to the whole world, we must restore the whole vision of God’s Son among God’s people.” (p. 119)

“Only as we carry out a Campaign of Hope successfully inside our churches will Christians be able and willing to embrace wholeheartedly our mission to earth’s unreached peoples outside our churches.” (p.120)
