	
Date: February 14-20, 2011
	Sermon Text: John 1:14-18 - The Bible says: Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	This Sunday we will hear the second half of chapter 7 from The God Who Is There by Don Carson. He is focusing our attention on John chapter 1. For the sermon, we will be reviewing the highlights of the first 7 chapters of Carson’s book, primarily doing an overview of the Old Testament.

In this Bible study, consider focusing on the last 5 verses as we take notice that Christ displays the glory of God in His humanity.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	John 1:1-18 (NIV)
John 1:14-18 (NIV)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 John testifies concerning Him. He cries out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me.’ ” 16 From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known. 

	“The God Who is Coming & The God Who Becomes a Human Being” from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. John
1:1 By saying “in the beginning was . . .,” does that mean the Word existed prior to the beginning so it was there “in” the beginning? For the Word to be both “with God” and “God,” suggests a mysterious separate and united identity, does it not?
1:2 What does v.2 add that we don’t already know from v.1?
1:3 What role did the Word have, who is spoken of as a person, in creation? How comprehensive was His involvement?
1:4 Why is it important that the Word have life within Himself? How does life that is in the Word become the light of men? What does life from the Word do for humanity?
1:5 Does this suggest that the value of the light from the Word is in its being understood? What good is something, then, that is not understood?
1:6 How does a person gain the distinction as having been “sent” from God? What did that mean for the people then? How would we know if we are “sent” by God?
1:7 Is John’s assignment to deal with the lack of understanding identified in v.5? How does a “witness” help comprehension? What is the goal of comprehension in v.7?
1:8 Why is it important to distinguish between “the light” and “a witness to the light”?
1:9 How does v.9 answer the question in v.8?
1:10 How is the world’s not recognizing the Word (He) the same as or different from v.5, the darkness has not understood it? 
1:11 What are the reasons for “His own” not receiving Him? Is it darkness (v.5)? Is it for lack of a witness (v.7)? Is it for lack of believing (v.7)? Is it simply for lack of “receiving” Him?
1:12-13 How is receiving and believing the same? Different? What is the “right” to become children of God? How does a person become born of God? 
1:14 What does v.14 answer that we haven’t had answered prior to it? What other ways could the Word have been in the world if not by becoming flesh? What did the people hear when they were told that the Word “tabernacled” among them? What did the glory point back to? How was the presence of God among the Jews in the wilderness like Jesus’ presence among the Jews now?
1:15 Why was it important for John the Baptizer to clarify that Jesus had actually come before him, even though he was physically older than Jesus? What was his message in this?
1:16-17 Is John (the Apostle, the author) expressing that the law that was given through Moses a blessing that came from the fullness of God’s grace? And now out of that same fullness of grace comes grace and truth through Jesus Christ?
1:18 How does knowing Moses’ desire to see God help us understand what is going on in this verse? What advantage do we have now that Moses didn’t have? What addition information do we gain from 1:18 that helps us understand the deity of Jesus Christ?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




John 1:1-2 (NIV) 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
John 1:14 (NIV) 
14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Psalm 1:1-6 (NIV) 
1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 
4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
