	
Date: October 4 - 10, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 10:1-42 – The Door of the Sheepfold

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 
John 10 represents the fourth festival to provide a background to the teachings of Jesus in John 5-11. Understanding the purpose of the Feast of Dedication will help greatly in understanding John 10. Enjoy discovering more about our Savior from John 10. And, don’t miss the true character of a true sheep of Jesus.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	[Festival Cycle Part 4] (10:1-42 – Festival of Dedication and the Shepherd)

cf. texts: Ezekiel 34 & Psalm 23

John 10:1-10 (NIV)
1 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what He was telling them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be saved. a He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 


	Introduction: By way of sharp contrast, Jesus declares Himself to be the door or gate to the sheep pen or sheep fold. The setting for this entire story (chapter 10) is in the temple in Jerusalem during the Feast of Dedication ((C)Hanukah or Festival of Lights). Let’s attempt to find the connection between the Feast of Dedication, Ezekiel 34, Psalm 23 and this story where Jesus identifies Himself as the gate to the sheep pen. What is the main point Jesus is trying to make and how does it make a difference in our lives?

In a sentence, the Feast of Dedication was a memorial to the rejection of false rulers (shepherds). Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23 identify the Lord as the true shepherd in contrast to the false shepherds of Israel. If those who heard the words of Jesus from John 10 were celebrating the Feast of Dedication and understood Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23, they would have taken note that Jesus was identifying Himself as the true shepherd of Israel.
10:1-2 What, if any, is the significance of starting a story with “I tell you the truth (amen; amen. Or, truly; truly.)”? Why does John start a discussion about Jesus being the shepherd by talking about thieves and robbers? Why is entry through the gate such a significant identifier/qualifier for who is the shepherd of the sheep? (gated communities, businesses & homes)

10:3-4 John further identifies the shepherd by the way the sheep listen to his voice and by how the shepherd calls his sheep by name. Additionally, the shepherd is identified as the owner of his sheep. How do these identities give the shepherd the ability to lead his sheep out of the security of the sheep pen?

10:5 The contrast set up in vv.1-2 returns. Why don’t sheep follow a stranger? What is it about the voice that either gives confidence or engenders fear in the sheep? What does the voice represent from the sheep’s perspective?

10:6 Who is the audience Jesus is speaking to? What is this “figure of speech”? A parable? An analogy? A mashal, or symbolic illustration? (a figurative text that can interweave as few or as many tangents and implications as are considered necessary by the writer or storyteller.) What did they not understand?

10:7-8 How does Jesus clarify what He has just said? What contrast is He making? What new information is Jesus giving? Who are those who came before Him that were thieves and robbers? Does it matter if we cannot identify who the gatekeeper is in this story?

10:9 In which direction is Jesus the gate? . . . when the sheep enter the sheep pen or when the sheep leave the sheep pen to go out to find pasture? What does the gate represent, symbolize? What does the pasture represent? Is there any significance to the pasture NOT being in the sheep pen?
10:10 In verse 1, Jesus started this story with a strong contrast. Now He seems to be summarizing how starkly different He is from thieves and robbers. How does verse 10 summarize the first 10 verses?
Conclusion: In terms of who Jesus is and why He came to this earth, how does John 10:1-10 answer those questions? If you are a genuine sheep in Jesus’ sheep pen, how does your life compare to the sheep in John 10:1-10?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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