	
Date: October 11 - 17, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 10:11-21 – Christ the Good Shepherd 

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	[Festival Cycle Part 4] (10:1-42 – Festival of Dedication and the Shepherd)

cf. texts: Ezekiel 34 & Psalm 23

John 10:1-10 (NIV)
1 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what He was telling them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

John 10:11-21 (NIV)
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know My sheep and My sheep know Me— 15 just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father—and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to My voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason My Father loves Me is that I lay down My life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from My Father.” 

19 At these words the Jews were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to Him?” 

21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

John 10:22-42 (NIV)
22 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews gathered around Him, saying, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for Me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not My sheep. 27 My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone Him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone Me?” 

33 “We are not stoning You for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because You, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’ (Psalm 82:6)? 35 If He called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as His very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse Me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe Me unless I do what My Father does. 38 But if I do it, even though you do not believe Me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize Him, but He escaped their grasp. 

40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here He stayed 41 and many people came to Him. They said, “Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many believed in Jesus. 


	Introduction: 
By way of sharp contrast, Jesus declares Himself to be the door or gate to the sheep pen or sheep fold. The setting for this entire story (chapter 10) is in the temple in Jerusalem during the Feast of Dedication ((C)Hanukah or Festival of Lights). Let’s attempt to find the connection between the Feast of Dedication, Ezekiel 34, Psalm 23 and this story where Jesus identifies Himself as the gate to the sheep pen. What is the main point Jesus is trying to make and how does it make a difference in our lives?

In a sentence, the Feast of Dedication was a memorial to the rejection of false rulers (shepherds). Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23 identify the Lord as the true shepherd in contrast to the false shepherds of Israel. If those who heard the words of Jesus from John 10 were celebrating the Feast of Dedication and understood Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23, they would have taken note that Jesus was identifying Himself as the true shepherd of Israel.

10:1-2 What, if any, is the significance of starting a story with “I tell you the truth (amen; amen. Or, truly; truly.)”? Why does John start a discussion about Jesus being the shepherd by talking about thieves and robbers? Why is entry through the gate such a significant identifier/qualifier for who is the shepherd of the sheep? (gated communities, businesses & homes)

10:3-4 John further identifies the shepherd by the way the sheep listen to his voice and by how the shepherd calls his sheep by name. Additionally, the shepherd is identified as the owner of his sheep. How do these identities give the shepherd the ability to lead his sheep out of the security of the sheep pen?

10:5 The contrast set up in vv.1-2 returns. Why don’t sheep follow a stranger? What is it about the voice that either gives confidence or engenders fear in the sheep? What does the voice represent from the sheep’s perspective?

10:6 Who is the audience Jesus is speaking to? What is this “figure of speech”? A parable? An analogy? A mashal, or symbolic illustration? (a figurative text that can interweave as few or as many tangents and implications as are considered necessary by the writer or storyteller.) What did they not understand?

10:7-8 How does Jesus clarify what He has just said? What contrast is He making? What new information is Jesus giving? Who are those who came before Him that were thieves and robbers? Does it matter if we cannot identify who the gatekeeper is in this story?

10:9 In which direction is Jesus the gate? . . . when the sheep enter the sheep pen or when the sheep leave the sheep pen to go out to find pasture? What does the gate represent, symbolize? What does the pasture represent? Is there any significance to the pasture NOT being in the sheep pen?

10:10 In verse 1, Jesus started this story with a strong contrast. Now He seems to be summarizing how starkly different He is from thieves and robbers. How does verse 10 summarize the first 10 verses?

Conclusion: In terms of who Jesus is and why He came to this earth, how does John 10:1-10 answer those questions? If you are a genuine sheep in Jesus’ sheep pen, how does your life compare to the sheep in John 10:1-10?

Contrast

Previously: The genuine shepherd vs. false shepherds
Now: The genuine shepherd vs. a hired hand
10:11 Can a shepherd be a good shepherd and NOT lay down his life for the sheep? Why does it cost so much to be a good shepherd? Under what circumstances does a shepherd lay down his life for his sheep? 
10:12-13 Is the major negative about a “hired hand” that he does not “own” the sheep? How does ownership transform a person into a good shepherd? Can a hired hand have the heart of a good shepherd without owning the sheep? Is staying to face the wolf an act of “laying down ones life” for his sheep? What good is a hired hand if he doesn’t prevent the wolf from attacking the sheep? Why can’t a hired hand care for the sheep of some other owner?
10:14-15 In what way does Jesus know us? What does Jesus mean when He says His sheep know Him? How does the Father know Jesus and Jesus know the Father? How is it possible that we can know Jesus in the same manner? What role does laying down your life for a person play in getting to know him or her and in that person getting to know you?
10:16 Who are the “other” sheep? What is the meaning of sheep pen? To what does Jesus bring these other sheep? If they listen to Jesus’ voice, does that mean they are saved? Is evidence of salvation the act of listening to the voice of Jesus, the good shepherd? Who belongs in the one flock?
10:17 Does Jesus really mean to say that His Father loves Him as a result of His laying down His life for the sheep? Or, is Jesus saying that He lays down His life for the sheep as a result of the Father’s love for Him? Is Jesus referring to His resurrection here?
10:18 What is the point of Jesus saying that He controls where He lives or dies? Why is it important that Jesus has authority to lay down His life and authority to take it up again? What is the command that Jesus received from His Father?
10:19-20 How did these people conclude that Jesus was demon-possessed and raving mad? What words?
10:21 What was the argument in defense of Jesus’ words being true? At what event were the eyes of a blind man opened?
Conclusion: What’s the point of this story? Is it about the necessity of Jesus dying for us and rising to new life so that He can impart eternal life to His sheep?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
