	
Date: May 7-13, 2012
	Text: John 14:1-14; Acts 14:8-20 - Isn't it intolerant to say that Jesus is the only way to God?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	We have the privilege to hear from Pastor Micah this Sunday address an apologetic question most of us are faced with when we engage unbelievers with the gospel. On what basis can Jesus make such an exclusive claim as being the only way to the Father? Below are his primary and secondary texts for his sermon. Enjoy your time reading and studying these passages in preparation for this Sunday. Instructions: Read John 14:1-14 and Acts 14:8-20 and use the following questions to help you observe, understand, and apply what you read. Keep moving and try to make it through both of the passages in the time allotted. Use the questions to keep your conversation focused on the text. Your goal is to arrive to church on Sunday already knowing what is going on in both of these passages and ready to share your own insights about Jesus from these passages. As you read and discuss these passages, trust that God has something that He wants to say to you that can only be heard by understanding these passages of the Bible.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	John 14:1-14 (NIV84) 
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where You are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 If you really knew Me, you would know My Father as well. From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in Me? The words I say to you are not just My own. Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work. 11 Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it. 
Acts 14:8-20 (NIV84) 
8 In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. 16 In the past, He let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet He has not left Himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; He provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 
19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 

	1. What is John (Jesus) and Luke (Paul) saying? 

2. What are his arguments in support of what he is saying? 

3. How does he intend for us to apply what he is saying?
Observe the facts:

1. Who is speaking? Who is listening? What culture are the speakers and listeners from? To whom does this text apply? Is anyone else mentioned? 

2. What was said? What was done? What objects are present?

3. Where does this story take place? Where do these teachings apply?

4. When is this story taking place in history? What happened immediately before this story? What is going to happen next?

5. Can you quickly retell this story from start to finish? Can you quickly recap what the people in the story said?

Understand the story: 

1. Why did the speakers say what they said? Why did the actors do what they did? 

2. Does this story fit with what you already know to be true? Does it challenge anything you hold to be true? Is anything in this story new to you? 

3. What problems does this story raise? What solutions does this story offer?

4. Are there any words in this passage that need to be defined?

5. Are there any ideas in this passage that need to be clarified?

6. Are there any arguments in this passage that you can trace out logically?

Apply what you learn:

1. How does this story change your view of yourself, God, others, or the world? 

2. How are you going to be different because of what you heard?

3. Did you learn anything that you need to put into practice?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:

	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




