	
Date: April 12-18, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 6:41-59 – Grumbling Over Bread

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	[Festival Cycle Part 2] (6:1-71 - Passover and the Exodus Motif)

John 6:(33-40) 41-59 (NIV)
33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 “Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.” 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen Me and still you do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and whoever comes to Me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do My will but to do the will of Him who sent Me. 39 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that I shall lose none of all that He has given Me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For My Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
John 6:41-59 (NIV)
41 At this the Jews began to grumble about Him because He said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can He now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from Him comes to Me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only He has seen the Father. 47 I tell you the truth, He who believes has everlasting life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us His flesh to eat?” 
53 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is real food and My blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent Me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

	Overview Questions -

Where is this conversation taking place? 
Why has John placed this set of stories in an Exodus motif? 
In what sense is Jesus a greater Moses? 
In what sense is Jesus NOT like Moses?
Why is it important that we see Jesus as bread? 
How is bread a complement to water?
How does understanding Jesus as the bread of life help us to believe that He is the Christ, the Son of God?

Questions attached to specific verses -

6:41 Why did the Jews grumble? 
Where did these Jews suddenly come from? 
Had they been part of the crowd that Jesus fed the miracle bread? 
What did the Jews understand Jesus to be saying? 
How come they seem to understand Jesus but won’t believe while others can’t seem to understand though they like Jesus?
6:42 What problem did the Jews see with the statement/claim Jesus was making? 
Would we not be suspicious of those claims, too? 
What makes us believe Jesus’ claim?
6:43-44 How does Jesus’ comment following His exhortation to stop grumbling help the Jews stop grumbling? 
Wouldn’t they just grumble all the more? 
Do these Jews see themselves as “coming” to Jesus? 
Do they even want to “come” to Jesus? 
How does the Father “draw” people to Jesus? [ἕλκω (helkō): pull in, drag, draw, haul in (Jn 6:44; 12:32; 18:10; 21:6, 11] 
What role does the Father’s drawing play in a person’s coming? 
How does this knowledge help someone believe in Jesus, particularly if that someone isn’t yet aware that he is being drawn to Jesus? 
Is that the situation for these Jews?
6:45 How does pulling a quote from the Prophets help Jesus persuade the Jews? 
Why is Jesus even having this conversation with the Jews? 
Is Jesus telling these Jews that they really don’t listen to the Father? 
Is that the main issue for the Jews?

6:46 Is this another claim by Jesus that He has come from heaven? 
Again, how will this stop the grumbling?

6:47-48 What is the significance of Jesus preceding His next two declarations with the double amen? 
What is Jesus trying to do by combining these two statements, one having to do with our action of believing and the other with His identity as the bread of life?
6:49-51 What is the connection of Jesus being living bread from heaven with the manna their forefathers ate in the desert? 
How does the Exodus story of manna help us believe that Jesus is the living manna from heaven? 
Why does the bread that Jesus is have to be associated with His flesh? Couldn’t He achieve the same end by saying His body is LIKE bread or that “I’m speaking symbolically here. Don’t take this literally?”
6:52 Did Jesus really intend for these Jews to stop grumbling back in v.43? What evidence would you cite? 
Does Jesus actually want to get the Jews arguing? Why? 

How will their arguing help us to believe that Jesus is actually who He said He was?
Isn’t it a legitimate question to ask, how can Jesus give His flesh to eat? How would we answer that question?

6:53 What is the significance of Jesus using, again, the double amen to introduce His next statement? 
Is Jesus intentionally trying to provoke an argument or create an offense with His audience by talking cannibalistic language here?
Is this the language of our “communion service”? How do we understand the eating Christ’s flesh and the drinking of His blood?

How will offending people help them believe in their offender? 
Does Jesus target certain people to offend? Who are they? 

Should we intentionally offend people to get them to believe? 
Why is Jesus still talking to these Jews if the Father has not or will not draw them to Jesus?

6:54 This is now the fourth time in this v.39 Jesus speaks of raising up the believer at the last day. What significance is this?
6:55 Where is my spiritual mouth for eating and drinking Jesus? Or, is that being like Nicodemus who asked how to get back into his mother’s womb to be born again?

6:56 Is remaining in Jesus equivalent to eternal life? 
How do we eat His flesh and drink His blood?

6:57 How is Christ’s relationship with the Father to be like ours to Him?
6:58 Is there anything new in this verse?

6:59 Why does John leave this piece of information ‘till the end?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




