	
Date: May 3-9, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 7:1-13 – Jesus and His Family

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	[Festival Cycle Part 3] (7:1-9:41 - Tabernacles and the Motif of Deliverance)

John 7:1-13 (NIV)
1 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews there were waiting to take His life. 2 But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to Him, “You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that Your disciples may see the miracles You do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since You are doing these things, show Yourself to the world.” 5 For even His own brothers did not believe in Him. 
6 Therefore Jesus told them, “The right time for Me has not yet come; for you any time is right. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify that what it does is evil. 8 You go to the Feast. I am not yet going up to this Feast, because for Me the right time has not yet come.” 9 Having said this, He stayed in Galilee. 
10 However, after His brothers had left for the Feast, He went also, not publicly, but in secret. 11 Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for Him and asking, “Where is that man?” 
12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about Him. Some said, “He is a good man.” 
Others replied, “No, He deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly about Him for fear of the Jews.

	How does the Feast of Tabernacles help convey the message of this chapter?
7:1 After what? How extensive did Jesus travel around Galilee? 
Will He have a primary location or headquarters in Galilee?
Was it only the Jews from Judea who wanted to kill Jesus or the Jews from other regions as well? 
What will be the circumstance under which He will venture into Judea?
7:2 How near was the Feast of Tabernacles? 
What is the meaning and purpose of the Feast of Tabernacles? 
Why is John mentioning this feast now?
7:3 What brothers were these? Since when were Jesus’ brothers offering advice to Jesus? 
Why would they want Jesus’ disciples to see Jesus do miracles? 
Are these disciples the Twelve or the next tier down or more?

7:4 Was this advice from His brother’s good advice or just worldly advice? How will Jesus respond to this counsel?

What were the brothers thinking or meaning by speaking of a public figure? How did Jesus fit their image of a public figure?

What did the brothers think would result from or want to result from Jesus following their advice?

7:5 Would you have anticipated that this advice was coming from those who actually didn’t believe in Jesus? 

Does this information cause you to be persuaded that these were really not Jesus’ biological brothers but a more generic kind of brother?
7:6 In what spirit do you think Jesus gave His response? 
Was Jesus sarcastic in saying that “any time is right” for His brothers?

What did Jesus mean by saying “any time is right”? 
What will be the right time for Jesus to go to Judea?

7:7 Is Jesus obligated to tell the world that it does evil?

Is the reason we don’t tell the world that it does evil is that we don’t want the world to hate us?

7:8 Why would Jesus send His unbelieving brothers to the Feast? Was He just trying to get rid of them?

This is the third time we hear that the right time has not yet come. Is that significant?

7:9 Does staying in Galilee mean that He traveled around in Galilee?

7:10 How was this short delay long enough for Jesus’ time to have come to go up to Jerusalem?
Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem in secret? Would it mean His death if He had gone publicly?

7:11 Why did the Jews think that Jesus might come to the Feast of Tabernacles at this time?

Why were they looking for Him?

7:12 By now Jesus was a well-known figure, a public figure. What divided the people about Jesus? 

7:13 Why would the people be afraid of the Jews, especially with regard to what they might say about Jesus.


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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