	
Date: May 10-16, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 7:14-39 – Rivers of Living Water

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	[Festival Cycle Part 3] (7:1-9:41 - Tabernacles and the Motif of Deliverance)
John 7:12-13 (NIV)
12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about Him. Some said, “He is a good man.” 
Others replied, “No, He deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly about Him for fear of the Jews.
John 7:14-39 (NIV)
14 Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach. 15 The Jews were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without having studied?” 
16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from Him who sent Me. 17 If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether My teaching comes from God or whether I speak on My own. 18 He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the One who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill Me?” 
20 “You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill You?” 
21 Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all astonished. 22 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with Me for healing the whole man on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment.”
25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? 26 Here He is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to Him. Have the authorities really concluded that He is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man is from; when the Christ comes, no one will know where He is from.” 
28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know Me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on My own, but He who sent Me is true. You do not know Him, 29 but I know Him because I am from Him and He sent Me.” 
30 At this they tried to seize Him, but no one laid a hand on Him, because His time had not yet come. 31 Still, many in the crowd put their faith in Him. They said, “When the Christ comes, will He do more miraculous signs than this man?” 
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about Him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest Him. 
33 Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the One who sent Me. 34 You will look for Me, but you will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 
35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find Him? Will He go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36 What did He mean when He said, ‘You will look for Me, but you will not find Me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”
37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” 39 By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
	How does the Feast of Tabernacles help convey the message of this chapter?
7:12 By now Jesus was a well-known figure, a public figure. What divided the people about Jesus? 

7:13 Why would the people be afraid of the Jews, especially with regard to what they might say about Jesus.


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9]
