	
Date: May 17-23, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 7:37-53 – Jesus, take Him or leave Him

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	[Festival Cycle Part 3] (7:1-9:41 - Tabernacles and the Motif of Deliverance)
(How will you defend Jesus when it will cost you to do so?)

John 7:37-53 (NIV)
37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” 39 By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
40 On hearing His words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 
41 Others said, “He is the Christ.” 
Still others asked, “How can the Christ come from Galilee? 42 Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David’s family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize Him, but no one laid a hand on Him. 
45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring Him in?” 
46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards declared. 
47 “You mean He has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in Him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on them.” 
50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn anyone without first hearing him to find out what he is doing?” 
52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.” 
53 Then each went to his own home. 

	How does the Feast of Tabernacles help convey the message of this chapter?
7:37 Here is the indicator of the writer’s outline. (1) vv.2-3, 10-11, Introduction & Beginning of the Feast; (2) v.14, Middle of the Feast; (3) v.37, Last and Greatest Day of the Feast. 
Is this Isaiah 55:1?

7:39 Are these present believers or future? Is this a corrective to the notion that we are all little gods or that God is in all of us?

7:40 What was it about His words that point to Him being a prophet or the Prophet in their minds? And, which prophet? Does this indicate the setting and the words created ideas in the listeners’ minds?
7:41 What was it about His words that point to Him being the Christ? Are we seeing here the typical variety of responses to Jesus? (1) A religious teacher (the Prophet) (2) the Christ (3) doubters

7:42 These “still others” must have had some Biblical understanding to discern that the popular notion of where Jesus came from did not match the Biblical teaching. That does not necessarily mean that these were believers. But, it does show they were doing some comparative thinking.
7:43 This indicates that Jesus had become a public issue.

7:44 Why did these “some” want to seize Jesus? Does this desire to seize Him relate to the previous attempt to seize Him (v.30)?

7:45 Why are the two comments about seizing Jesus immediately followed by talk of the Pharisees and the guards who were sent to arrest Him?
7:46-47 Is this the beginning of a testimony of belief? Does belief start with our being impressed in some manner with Jesus? Are the Pharisees concerned that the guards were expressing some degree of “conversion” to belief in Jesus? Notice how the Pharisees frame their comments about the possibility that the guards were beginning to believe in Jesus. It’s not, “do you believe in Jesus,” but rather, “Has He deceived you also?”
7:48-49 How do the Pharisees try to quash the infant seeds of belief in the guards? Have we heard about other Roman officials who were believing in Jesus (4:53)? Are we aware of any Roman officials who will believe in Jesus in the upcoming chapters of John?
7:50-52 What is the significance in hearing about Nicodemus at this time? Are the comments from the Pharisees that are directed toward Nicodemus an indication that Nicodemus is being persuaded to believe in Jesus and they can sense it?
7:53 Is this the end of the Feast of Tabernacles? Or, is this verse attached to the next story that may not have a context?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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