	
Date: May 31-June 6, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 8:12-30 – Authority of Jesus’ Claims or Jesus is the Light of the World

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	(The credible Light for an incredibly dark world or The ultimate testimony to Christ’s authenticity)
John 8:12-30 (NIV)
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
13 The Pharisees challenged Him, “Here You are, appearing as Your own witness; Your testimony is not valid.” 
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on My own behalf, My testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, My decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent Me. 17 In your own law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid. 18 I am one who testifies for Myself; My other witness is the Father, who sent Me.” 
19 Then they asked Him, “Where is Your Father?” 
“You do not know Me or My Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized Him, because His time had not yet come. 
21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for Me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” 
22 This made the Jews ask, “Will He kill Himself? Is that why He says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” 
23 But He continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” 
25 “Who are You?” they asked. 
“Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But He who sent Me is reliable, and what I have heard from Him I tell the world.” 
27 They did not understand that He was telling them about His Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father has taught Me. 29 The one who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.” 30 Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him.

	8:12 What was Jesus speaking about before this time of speaking? Is this a reference to saying He is the water? How does Jesus’ claim to be the light of the world set off such a firestorm about His credibility? What is the connection between Jesus being the light of the world and the significance of His credibility? How does the setting of the Feast of Tabernacles make Jesus’ claim even more astounding or even shocking? Did the Jews recognize that Jesus was claiming to be the pillar of fire at night that led the children of Israel in the wilderness?

Is the “I am” statement a claim to deity? What does it mean to be the light of the world? What difference would it make to just say, “I am the light?” What difference does “the” make in the statement? Is that a claim to exclusivity? What does Jesus mean when He speaks of “following” Him? Does He have in mind “believing?” How does “walk” help us understand “follow?” Are the people thinking of their ancestors following the pillar of fire? Is Jesus setting up a contrast between walking and having? Or, is the contrast between darkness and the light of life? How does personifying light help us understand that the light is life? How is it that we who follow Jesus will never walk in darkness? 

8:13 What would you expect the challenge to be? Why does it appear that the Pharisees are challenging Jesus’ ability to make His claim, rather than deal with the claim He made? What is the significance in putting the focus on witness and testimony rather than on light and light of life? Do the Pharisees intend to make this a courtroom scene? On what basis do the Pharisees make their judgment?

8:14 How is a person’s own testimony not valid? How does Jesus’ knowledge of where He came and where He is going validate His own testimony? Is it only on the basis of the Pharisee’s unwillingness to consider the truth of where He is from and where He is going? How does this relate to a previous discussion about where He is from? Is Jesus saying that because of your refusal to even consider the truth that I have come from the Father, you think that my testimony is invalid? But, why should my truthful testimony be undone by your rebellion? 

8:15-16 Why are human standards inadequate for passing judgment? What would be a human standard of judging? Can we make any human judgment correctly without the help of God? Is the problem “human” standards in contrast to “God’s” standards? Are they in conflict with each other?

8:17-18 Why does He say “In your own Law” rather than saying in “God’s Law”? Is Jesus implying that they have redefined God’s Law so that it is now “their law”? Is Jesus saying that even by their own standards, Jesus’ testimony is valid? 

8:19 This shifts the conversation to the Father. Is their question about Jesus’ earthly father? Are they unable to see Jesus as referring to God when He speaks of His Father?

Knowing who the Father is means know where He is?

8:20 (John’s commentary) Why does John point out the location of the place of the offerings? Was there something about Jesus’ claim that made the Pharisees want to seize Him? Why isn’t that par of the conversation?

8:21 “Once more” suggests a transition to another story or change of topic. Why would these Jews look for Jesus if He were no longer around? And, why did Jesus follow that comment with “you will die in your sin.” Is there a connection between the futility of looking for Jesus and living in ones sin? This isn’t a complete change of subject since Jesus is talking about going away. In v.14 He told them that they don’t know where He is going.

8:22 Where these Jews really not thinking Jesus was talking about going to the Father in heaven? Was it really not in the realm of possibility that He was telling them the truth? Why did they think Jesus might commit suicide?

8:23-24 Is Jesus teaching a dualistic theology of life where we are either from, or citizen of, heaven or above or we are from or of this world? To be of this world by definition seems to mean that we are still living in our sin and will die in our sin unless we become from above. Where did Jesus speak of this previously? (John 3:31) What is the significance of believing who Jesus claimed to be? How would believing Jesus for who He is result in us having eternal life?

8:25 Is this a genuine question or is it one of frustration from Jesus speaking as in riddles?

8:25-26 Jesus hasn’t changed in what He has told them all along. Why are they not getting it? Is their failure to not get it the reason Jesus has much to say in judgment of them? How is Jesus’ identity attached to His Father?

8:27 So, is this telling us that the Jews really, really, didn’t know that Jesus came from heaven, from the Father? How could they not get it? Were they deaf and blind?

8:28 What does it mean for Jesus to be lifted up? How will His death convince these people that Jesus is exactly who He claimed to be? Is this simply a restatement of v.26?

8:29 Is Jesus giving us a formula for how we can do what pleases the Father? i.e., can we do what pleases the Father without first being a constant companion with the Father? 

8:30 What words that Jesus spoke at this time do you think stirred up faith in Jesus? What kind of believing is John speaking about here?

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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