	
Date: June 7-June 13, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 8:31-59 – Truth, Freedom and Conflicting Kinship

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	John 8:30-59 (NIV)

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

30 Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him.

31 To the Jews who had believed Him, Jesus said, “If you hold to My teaching, you are really My disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can You say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill Me, because you have no room for My word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from your father.” 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do the things Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are determined to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the things your own father does.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God Himself.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on My own; but He sent Me. 43 Why is My language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me! 46 Can any of you prove Me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe Me? 47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 
48 The Jews answered Him, “Aren’t we right in saying that You are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?” 
49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor My Father and you dishonor Me. 50 I am not seeking glory for Myself; but there is one who seeks it, and He is the judge. 51 I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps My word, he will never see death.” 
52 At this the Jews exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet You say that if anyone keeps Your word, he will never taste death. 53 Are You greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do You think You are?” 
54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify Myself, My glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies Me. 55 Though you do not know Him, I know Him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; He saw it and was glad.” 
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to Him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 
58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus hid Himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
	The previous pericope (a set of verses that form a coherent unit of thought), directed at all the people but more precisely at the Pharisees, indicated that many who walk in the darkness do all they can to divert the Light (Jesus) from shining on them. That explains the kind of challenges or questions they asked of Jesus. They were intended to shield them from having their hearts exposed and revealed so they could remain in their darkness (sin).
Does this pericope continue that same pattern and is verse 12 still the theme verse only with synonymous concepts? Why or why not?
8:30-31 I’ve included v.30 in out text so we can resolve whether Jesus is addresses the same people verses 30 & 31. Can you make a case that vv.30 & 31 involve the same people? . . . different people? Nearly all Bible translations make a paragraph break between v.30 and v.31. Why do you suppose they do this?
8:31-32 What Jews are being referred to here? Is this a past-tense belief that is not presently continuing? Could this be those Jews who had walked away from Jesus toward the end of chapter 6? How do these words of Jesus in v.30 & v.31 compare with what He said in v.12? Is “hold to My teaching” equivalent to “follows Me?” Is the definition for disciple one who follows a teacher? Is “knowing the truth” equivalent to “not walking in darkness?” Is “being set free by the truth” equivalent to “having the light of life?”
8:31-32 What is someone who is “really” a disciple of Christ? What does it mean to “hold” to the teachings of Jesus? What causes a real disciple of Jesus to know the truth? What is the meaning of truth in this verse? What does it mean to be set free?
Why is Jesus speaking to “the Jews who had believed Him? Does this suggest that they could believe again? Is this a distinctly different group of people from the Pharisees?
8:33 Why are they so quick to identify themselves as descendents (sons) of Abraham? What is the connection these Jews see between being sons of Abraham and not being the slaves Jesus states they are? Why do you think these Jews reacted to Jesus’ statement about being set free? On what basis would these Jews say that they had never been slaves to anyone? Were they afraid of the truth that they were presently slaves to disobedient ways that were keeping them from being genuine disciples of Christ?
8:34 Did this “truth statement” by Jesus come as a surprise to these previous followers of Jesus? How do you react to this statement by Jesus? As a sinner, do you see yourself as a slave to sin?
8:35 What is the meaning of having a permanent place in the family? What family is Jesus referring to? What is the distinction between a slave and a son?

8:36 Is there a connection between being free indeed and being a genuine follower of Jesus?

8:37 Why don’t they have room for Jesus’ word? What keeps them from having room for His word? Is it possible to be a son of Abraham and still be a slave to sin? Why does the absence of Jesus’ word lead to a desire to kill Jesus (snuff out the Light)?
8:38-39 Is Jesus making a distinction between biological and spiritual descendents of Abraham? Is Jesus saying that their actions display who their true father is? . . . that sons do as their fathers do?
8:40 What does a premeditated plan to kill Jesus reveal about their true identity? What has led to this situation? 

8:41 Are our fathers our destiny? Were they getting the message when they rebutted Jesus, “We are not illegitimate children”? These Jews seem quite convinced they are children of God the Father. Jesus is convinced otherwise. Will Jesus say the politically correct thing or speak the truth?
8:42 What evidence does Jesus produce to demonstrate that God the Father was not the Father of these people? What role does love play in a disciple’s relationship with Jesus? What is the significance of the subservient role of Jesus to His Father? Is Jesus suggesting this kind of relationship between fathers and sons should be the norm even in our biological relationships?
8:43 What is causing these Jews to not hear what Jesus is saying? Is it their pre-existing sin problem or that the Father is not drawing them? 
8:44 Jesus unloads all the bullets in his six shooter on these Jews. Why is this so important for us to hear? Are we in danger of being like these Jews by refusing to hold to the truth? . . . by sinning? Are we willing to let the light of Christ shine on us to reveal how much we are carrying out the desire of the father the devil? Would you be shocked if Jesus said to you that the devil is your father and not God?
8:45 What is it about lying that makes truth undesirable? 
8:46 Why is truth so hard to accept and believe when we are sinning?
8:47 Jesus identifies the real problem. Sinners don’t belong to God, thus they cannot hear from Him.
8:48 What kind of pejorative is “a Samaritan”? Is it synonymous with being demon-possessed or is this in addition?

8:49 What evidence does Jesus give for not being possessed by a demon? Is Jesus saying just repeating himself, just using different words to say the same thing? Is demon-possessed the same as listening to the devil as one’s father? Is dishonoring Jesus equivalent to being demon-possessed?
8:50 What does not seeking glory for one’s self have to do with being a true disciple? . . . not being demon-possessed? . . . not listening to the devil?

8:51 This is a “truly, truly” statement (amen, amen). Is Jesus demanding an impossible action from these sinners, sons of the devil? Or, are they able to keep Jesus’ word if they were to determine to? Cf. v.32 (hold to the truth = really a disciple of Jesus). What are all the results of holding or keeping Jesus’ word? What is Jesus’ word?
8:52 Why does this statement by Jesus, “keep My word = never see death,” seal the deal for these Jews that Jesus is demon-possessed? Is it because He is making a claim to be God? Was Jesus claiming to be one who will never die?
8:53 “Who do you think You are?” So, they really do hear Jesus making a claim to be God. Is this why they have been calling Him demon-possessed?

8:54 How does Jesus defend His claim to being God or in close relationship with God? Are they just exchanging unprovable claims about themselves? Does Jesus have evidence that the Father glorifies Him?
8:55 Evidence #1 Jesus knows the Father. They don’t. Has Jesus adequately made His case for this? Evidence #2 Jesus knows the Father and He keeps His word. Does Jesus adequately make His case for this? Jesus claims these Jews are liars like their father. How does that help convince them of the truth? Is this a wise approach in dealing with sinners?

8:56 Is the problem for these Jews that they really don’t know Abraham as he truly is? Have they redefined Abraham to fit their lifestyles? Are they using Abraham to justify their life of sin and thus their following of the devil and not Abraham? If they had followed Abraham would they have followed Jesus? Did Jesus make this same kind of argument regarding Moses (5:46)?
8:57 Why did they use 50 years?
8:58-59 Another “truly, truly,” statement by Jesus. Jesus ends this discourse surrounding the theme of being the light of the world with an “I am” claim, just as He did to begin with. Is this the blasphemous statement for which they picked up stones to stone him with? Is Jesus’ evasion of them evidence that His time had not yet come?

Conclusion: Jesus seems to be saying in multiple ways that He is God. And, He seems to be saying that slaves who sin are unable to recognize who He truly is. But, those who are really His disciples do recognize Him, follow Him, walk in His light and live eternally.


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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