	
Date: June 14 - 20, 2010
	Sermon Text: John 9:1-41 – The Healing of the Man Born Blind

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	John 20:31 (NIV)  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	John 9:1-41 (NIV)
1 As He went along, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent Me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 Having said this, He spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” He told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. 
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded. 
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 
“I don’t know,” he said. 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” 
But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were divided. 
17 Finally they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about Him? It was your eyes He opened.” 
The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
18 The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 
20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 
25 He replied, “Whether He is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 
26 Then they asked him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” 
27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become His disciples, too?” 
28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where He comes from.” 
30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where He comes from, yet He opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does His will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” 
34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. 
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when He found him, He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
36 “Who is He, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in Him.” 
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen Him; in fact, He is the one speaking with you.” 
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Him. 
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 
40 Some Pharisees who were with Him heard Him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 
41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

	Introduction: If the Feast of Tabernacles was a 7-day festival and started on the Sabbath, then it would logically follow that this miracle of healing a blind man that took place on the Sabbath was done on the eighth day of this Feast. Since Jesus repeats in the opening of this story that He is the light of the world, it clearly appears that this miracle in chapter 9 fits perfectly into the set of stories in chapters 7-9 having the Feast of Tabernacles as their backdrop.
9:1 Could we say that Jesus has internal radar for “seeing” people who are thirsty for living water and greatly desiring to have spiritual sight? Does the man who was born blind represent “everyman,” in that we are all born spiritually blind? In light of the fact that Jesus has just shone His light on the rebellious darkness in men’s souls in chapter 8, could it be that He is now shining that same light on the incapacitating darkness in this man’s soul?
9:2 If the disciples are asking Jesus about this blind man, what can we presume about the manner in which Jesus “saw” the man? Did He linger in his presence? Might He have given the disciples the information that this man was born blind versus becoming blind at some point during his life? Based on the question the disciples asked, what might have been the prevailing theology about blindness? What other options could the disciples have offered?
9:3 Jesus decisively dismisses the two options provided by His disciples and states the purpose for this man being born blind. What is the work of God that will be displayed in his life? Is this purpose statement just for this man or for “everyman”?
9:4 Is the work that we must do the same work referred to in verse 3? Who is included in the “we”? How do we do the work of God? What is the incentive to do the work of God right now? What is the difference between darkness and night? Isn’t darkness already here?
9:5 What does Jesus’ being the light of the world have to do with doing the work of God? Could the work of God have something to do with being light that displays the glory of God?
9:6 Why did Jesus use His saliva? Why did He put mud on the man’s eyes? 

9:7 How does washing off mud, that didn’t have anything to do with blindness, bring healing? Was this an object lesson? Why are the miracles of Jesus so often physical miracles that point to spiritual realities? Can we not see spiritual realities without the help of physical miracles? What role did obedience play in this man’s healing? Why didn’t Jesus and/or His disciples take the blind man to the Pool? How did he get there? Why does John tell us that Siloam means Sent? What is the significance of the healed blind man going home upon being able to see?
9:8 Why does John wait until now to give us the information that this man was also a beggar? What did the neighbors notice different about the man? What is the significance in this story that the neighbors noticed a difference in the man after being healed?
9:9 Why do you suppose there was any doubt about the identity of the blind man? What would make you skeptical? Could this indicate that the neighbors had kept their distance from the blind man and probably hadn’t offered him any help? How convincing was this man’s own testimony?
9:10-11 The neighbor’s follow-up question shifts from “are you the man” to “how did it happen?” Is there any missing information in his answer to the first follow-up question? Is there a new piece of information in his testimony? Would we have known before now that this man knew it was Jesus who healed him? What does he know about Jesus at this point?
9:12 The second follow-up question responds to the information he gave about who did it by asking where Jesus is? But, why didn’t they ask where Jesus was by name? Why did they call Him “this man”?

9:13-14 Why did the neighbors bring the man to the Pharisees? Was this to help them find Jesus? Were they being careful to follow some Biblical law or requirement? How intentional was Jesus being to heal this man on the Sabbath? Had Jesus seen this man before during the Feast of Tabernacles but intentionally waited until the Sabbath to heal him? 
9:15 The “how” question seems to be important to the Pharisees too? What does this indicate about the people of this culture in response to miracles? Does the shortened version of his testimony suggest anything?
9:16 The Pharisees knew it was Jesus who did the healing. What made them think that Jesus had violate the law of the Sabbath? Is mud making a prohibited work on the Sabbath? How did the logic of the others lead them to disagree with the first group of Pharisees? 
9:17 What were the Pharisees hoping to get from the man with their broadly asked question? Why would they consider him to be a credible source for this question? How convincing was this man’s own testimony?
9:18-19 Why would the Jews not believe the man had been blind before this day? What are the three questions they ask of his parents?
9:20-21 The parents answer 2 of the 3 questions. Even if they could, they don’t seem willing to answer the 3rd question? Why is the “how” question so dangerous?
9:22-23 What level of animosity was there among the Jews towards Jesus? How did that affect their politics? Were the Jews justified in being so harsh towards potential and real followers of Jesus?
9:24 Sounds like they had dismissed the man. Were they asking a question or simply making an intentional statement to provoke a reply? How did they know that Jesus was a sinner?
9:25 The questioning focuses on Jesus. The man is asked to speak to the spiritual status of Jesus. How convincing was this man’s own testimony?
9:26-27 What is indicated about the Jews by their line of questioning? What do you make of the man’s response?
9:28-29 Is there something typical about the response of the Jews? What is indicated when a person resorts to insults in a disagreement? Why do these Jews see such a strong distinction between Jesus and Moses? Why don’t they know where Jesus comes from? Was it a lack of information provided by Jesus or a flat out refusal to believe Jesus? Or was it something else?
9:30-33 What is revealed about this formerly blind beggar by his response? From where did this man get his theology? Was he simply reiterating theological statements he had learned from these Jewish leaders? What is wrong with his theology? What is right about it?
9:34 Is this the logical progression of people who are illogical in their refutation of an indefensible premise?
9:35 In verse 1, it was Jesus seeing the man who was blind that led Him to heal him. Now, it is Jesus hearing about the man that led Him to deal with his real blindness. Now the question of where Jesus is can be answered. Why does Jesus ask His question like He does? What are other possible questions Jesus could have asked at this point?
9:36 Why would this man be ready to believe in the Son of Man without knowing who He was?
9:37-38 How did the man come to call Jesus Lord? Have we seen the combination of believe and worship as a response of a person towards Jesus in the Gospel of John before now? Would this be an indication of genuine believing? What did the man doing by his worship?
9:39-41 When did the Jews claim that they could see? How does Jesus cause those who think they can see to become blind? Does that happen to Christians today? Is it possible that Christians can become like the Pharisees?
Conclusion: Does the lesson from this story come by contrasting the blind man with the Pharisees? How does this story summarize all that took place during the Feast of Tabernacles?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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