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	Sermon Text Joshua 1:1-18  – “When God Leads, Leaders Serve”

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	As we anticipate our Annual Meeting, it is a good time to reassess our mission and ministry as a church.
The book of Joshua shows us a God who is faithful to His promises, warm yet demanding. It also shows us several occasions of God’s people obeying God’s instructions, in contrast to how often we see their disobedience in the OT. Further, the theme of how our citizenship being in heaven impacts how we live now continues to show us in the story of Israel entering the Promised Land, a metaphor of our hope for heaven.
What concerns us now is this: What truths from God’s dealings with His people in the Old Testament can be applied to His people of the New Testament, specifically from the book of Joshua?

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Joshua 1:1-18 (NIV84) 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:  2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites.  3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.  4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Great Sea on the west.  5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
6 “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them.  7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law My servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.  8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

10 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people:  11 “Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.’” 
12 But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said,  13 “Remember the command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you: ‘The LORD your God is giving you rest and has granted you this land.’  14 Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead of your brothers. You are to help your brothers  15 until the LORD gives them rest, as He has done for you, and until they too have taken possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy your own land, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you east of the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 

16 Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.  17 Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with you as He was with Moses.  18 Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey your words, whatever you may command them, will be put to death. Only be strong and courageous!” 


	Introduction: 
Certainly there are lessons to be learned from God’s relationship with Israel. In the context of our present theme of how our present lives are impacted by our future, eternal residence in heaven, the story of Joshua places a primary emphasis on how God’s people must stand in right relationship with their God before inheriting the land He was giving them. This provides us with a picture of our present walk with our Lord as we anticipate heaven.
1:1-5 What’s going on here and how big is this? 
Who is Joshua to Moses? 
Who is Joshua to the Lord?
How similar were the promises the Lord gave to Joshua to those He gave Moses?
Do we know why God gave Israel these promises?

1:6-9 If you were Joshua receiving these commands from the Lord, how would you now view your future in light of these commands?
Make a list of the commands and promises in verses 6-9.
Commands

Promises

Be strong and courageous

You will lead …?
You will lead …? Inherit …
Be strong and very courageous

Be successful wherever …
You will be prosperous …
Be strong and courageous
Do not be discouraged
Do any of these commands/promises apply to us today?
1:10-11 What has God promised to Israel?
What conditions has God placed on His people to receive His promise(s)?

If the promise of “the Promised Land” is a metaphor for God’s promise to believers today, what is our “Promised Land?” (Is this a connection to “our citizenship is in heaven”? Phil. 3:20)
1:12-15 As commands go, how would you characterize the command in verse 13?        O, there’s more to it. These tribes didn’t have to cross the Jordan since their land was west of the Jordan. But they were commanded to join forces with the tribes that did have to cross the Jordan.
1:14-15 How would you describe what the Lord expects of us regarding those who are our “brothers?”
Is there an application for us in this paragraph regarding our brothers and sisters within New Heights? What could it be?
How similar is this to Colossians 3:12-14? 
1:16-18 That is the significance of the people using as their point of encouragement to Joshua the charge from our Lord to be strong and courageous?
Conclusion: As an overall statement of this text, in what manner is it saying, “When God leads, leaders serve?”


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] I will … 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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