	
Date: July 30-August 5, 2012
	Sermon Text: Matthew 6:19-34 – The Priority of God’s Kingdom!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Jesus makes it clear that we cannot serve two masters. We must, therefore, choose whom we will serve. Wisely, it will be God as revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ.
Our text is found in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount. We would do well to read the entire Sermon to understand better the context for the sermon text for Sunday. Blessings as you do.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Matthew 6:19-34 (NIV84)
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
 
	Introduction: The Sermon on the Mount starts at Matthew 5:1 with the eight Beatitudes and concludes with the multitudes being amazed at Jesus’ teaching because they could see that His teaching had authority which was obviously lacking in the teachings of the scribes.
6:19 Where does the concept of “storing up treasures” come from? 
What images come to mind when reading v.19?
6:20 The contrast is clear. What is it?
6:21 What is the logical formula that Jesus is using here? Is it convincing?
What resolution is Jesus trying to provoke you to make after His argument regarding “storing up”?
6:22-23 What is the meaning of the eye in v.22 as Jesus is describing it? 
What constitutes “good eyes”?
What constitutes “bad eyes”?

How do “good eyes” fill the whole body with light?
How do “bad eyes” fill the whole body with darkness?

What resolution is Jesus trying to provoke you to make after His argument about good and bad eyes?

6:24 How would you defend Jesus’ statement that we cannot serve two masters?
What questions are answered with Jesus’ declaration about being able to only serve one master? 
What resolution is Jesus trying to provoke you to make after His argument about only be able to serve one master?

6:25 How far back does Jesus intend us to go in His teaching when He says, “Therefore”? i.e. To what is Jesus reaching a conclusion?
How would someone who disagrees with Jesus’ conclusion about what is more important formulate his arguments? 
How do we, maybe even unconsciously, argue against Jesus’ conclusion in v.25?
6:26 How does the “birds” example make Jesus’ point? 

How does a human having greater value than a bird convince you that you should not worry about your life, food or body?

7:27 What resolution is Jesus trying to provoke you to make with His argument about the birds’ lack of worry?

7:28-30 Does Jesus’ argument about not worrying about clothes differ in any way from His argument about not worrying about food?
Is the resolution Jesus is trying to provoke in us about clothes any different from the resolution regarding food?

7:30 How does Jesus’ reference to “little faith” clarify what Jesus is after, what He is truly wanting from us?

7:31-32 How does knowing that our heavenly Father knows what we need undermine our tendency to worry about food and clothes?

7:33 How is obeying Christ’s command to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness resolve our tendency to worry?

Is this too simplistic a command? Is it really that easy to do?

7:34 Can we stop worrying without first trusting and resting in Jesus?
Conclusion: How do we keep applying this command from Jesus to our lives everyday?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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