	
Date: January 14-20, 2013
	Sermon Text: Philippians 3:1-4:1 – “Pursuing our heavenly citizenship”

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	This sermon is a follow-up of our most recent sermon on Who Christ is UPON us as He builds our anticipation for His return. Our focus in this upcoming sermon is on Paul’s perspective on our heavenly citizenship and how that impacts our daily walk with Christ now.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Philippians 3:1–4:1 (NIV84)
3 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 

2 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 
17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 
18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body. 

4 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!
	Introduction: In the previous two chapters, Paul has let us see how joy in Christ was so characteristic of his life in Christ. He also understood the necessity of courage in order to live a Christ-honoring life. Attempt to answer during this study of Philippians 3, what role did Paul’s existing citizenship in heaven play in his living life while he still was a resident on earth?
3:1-11 Paul is issuing a warning to Christians. What threats to living in the joy of our citizenship in heaven does Paul identify here and how does he suggest we respond to those threats?
Evidence of our citizenship in heaven

3:1 “Finally, ________________________________”

3:3 “we __________________________________”

“we __________________________________”

“we __________________________________”

“we __________________________________”

3:7 “whatever _________________________________”

3:8 “I consider ________________________________”

Threats to our joy as citizens of heaven

3:2 “dogs”

3:3 “confidence _______________________________”

How to respond to these threats

3:8-11 Try to summarize Paul’s strategy to stay joyous and not get sucked into a false and deficient righteousness that brings defeat, not victory. What are the key points to his personal strategy for enjoying his citizenship in heaven now?

3:12-14 What does Paul mean by “pressing on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of him?” What metaphor is Paul implying by his argument? (Think long distance v. short distance)

3:14 How can we define what Paul means by “what is ahead”?

How do we “forget what is behind?” 

What exactly are the things we are to “forget”?

From what does Paul get his motivation to “press on”?

3:17 According to Paul in v.17, what are your roles within the body of Christ (among the brothers and sisters)?

3:18-19 What is the threat to our living in the joy of our citizenship in heaven? 

3:20-4:1 What is Paul’s argument for keeping our joy as citizens of heaven right now?

Conclusion: What’s the connection between the joy that awaits us in heaven and the joy we experience now?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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