	
Date: January 24 - 30, 2011
	Sermon Text: Proverbs 8:22-36; Job 19:23-27; Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 – The Bible says: The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	“The God Who Makes His People Sing & The God Who Is Unfathomably Wise” from Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon. 2 categories: (Psalms and Wisdom Literature)


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have? [Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Proverbs 8:22-36 (NIV) [22-31 – “I was there!” Wisdom Personified. Sounds like Jesus. 32-36 – “Listen to Me!”]
22 “The Lord brought me forth as the first of His works, before His deeds of old; 23 I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began. 
24 When there were no oceans, I was given birth, when there were no springs abounding with water; 25 before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was given birth, 26 before He made the earth or its fields or any of the dust of the world. 
27 I was there when He set the heavens in place, when He marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, 28 when He established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 29 when He gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep His command, and when He marked out the foundations of the earth. 
30 Then I was the craftsman at His side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in His presence, 31 rejoicing in His whole world and delighting in mankind. 
32 “Now then, my sons, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my ways. 
33 Listen to my instruction and be wise; do not ignore it. 
34 Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. 
35 For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the Lord. 
36 But whoever fails to find me harms himself; all who hate me love death.” 
Job 19:23-27 (NIV) 
23 “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever! 
25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.
26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see Him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 (NIV) 
1 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them”— 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after the rain; 3 when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men stoop, when the grinders cease because they are few, and those looking through the windows grow dim; 4 when the doors to the street are closed and the sound of grinding fades; when men rise up at the sound of birds, but all their songs grow faint; 5 when men are afraid of heights and of dangers in the streets; when the almond tree blossoms and the grasshopper drags himself along and desire no longer is stirred. Then man goes to his eternal home and mourners go about the streets. 
6 Remember Him—before the silver cord is severed, or the golden bowl is broken; before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, or the wheel broken at the well, 7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 
8 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Everything is meaningless!” 
9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote was upright and true. 
11 The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given by one Shepherd. 12 Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. 
13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 
14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 

	Introduction: Psalms: The singing erupts because God has given His people so much to sing about. And wisdom, knowing how to live under God in God’s world is pursued because we are to recognize how unfathomably wise God Himself is.
8:22 Does this suggest this is not Jesus? Or is this another way of saying “firstborn from the dead” or “among the kings”?
8:23 Who/what is described?
8:24-29 What is the significance of establishing that wisdom or Jesus Christ was there from the beginning of time?
8:30-31 Is this Jesus in the days of creation? Is this pointing to Colossians 1 and the supremacy of Jesus Christ?
8:32-33 Does Jesus embody wisdom? Is it the same result when we obey wisdom and when we obey Christ?
8:34 Do I hear Deut. 6:4-9; “talk about them when you lie down and get up....”?
8:35-36 Is this the promise of life in Christ and the certainty of judgment for the rebel?
19:23 Why does Job want his words recorded?
19:25 Is this our confidence as well? Given all he experienced, how could Job conclude this?
19:26-27 What a mystery! How can my skin be destroyed yet in my flesh I will see God? Is this a picture of our bodily resurrection?
12:1-5 Is this the advice for how to get through life well? Is Solomon’s prognostication of what lies ahead for us humans quite accurate based on your experience? Is Solomon saying how important that we start young with a solid foundation in our relationship with our Creator?
12:6-7 What is the silver cord? The golden bowl? The pitcher? The wheel? Is the clue to these questions in the meaning of “the dust” that returns to the ground from which it came?
12:8 In what sense is everything meaningless? How can Solomon say this and immediately say vss 9 & 10? How can everything be meaningless if there is a wise Teacher who impart knowledge and speaks what is upright and true?
12:11 How graphic! What should we expect to be the impact of wise words in our lives?
12:12-14 Is Solomon making a claim of exclusivity of God’s word here?
Summary: 


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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