	
September 24-30, 2012
	Sermon Text: Romans 1:16-32; Matthew 5:13-16 – Biblical Marriage: Promoting the greatest good for our communities and our future! – Part 4: How does redefining marriage redefine the culture?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	It is important to understand that the issue before us as a state and a nation regarding same-sex marriage is not simply a cultural, intellectual, psychological or emotional debate but fundamentally a war against God and His Word. Please include 1 Peter 2:9-12 in this study.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Romans 1:16-32 (NIV84) 
16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, He gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 
Matthew 5:13-16 (NIV84) 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 
	How does redefining marriage redefine the culture?
1:16-17 What does the gospel have to do with sinfulness?
1:18 Why is the wrath of God presently being revealed from heaven?
How is truth being suppressed?
What is included in “wickedness”?
1:19 How plainly has God made known “the truth” to all humanity? 

1:20 How has God made His invisible qualities known to all of us, i.e. the qualities of His eternal power and His divine nature?
Is Paul implying that there may be other qualities of God that are plainly made known to us that he didn’t itemize here?
What is the meaning of eternal power? And divine nature?
1:21 What went wrong with us? 

In what sense did we “know” God? 
Are the offenses of not glorifying God nor giving thanks to Him at the heart of our sinfulness? Do we commit these offenses knowingly?
What connection is Paul trying to make, if any, between futile thinking and foolish hearts with a failure to glorify and thank God?
1:22-23 According to Paul’s use of the word fool here, how would he define it? How does a person become a fool?
Summarize what we all know about God from this text.
1:24-25 Is the “giving over” that God does to those who are foolish synonymous with the revealing of His wrath?
Is Paul suggesting that the sinful desires of our heart are often connected to sexual impurity and involving others? 

Is Paul saying that persons with sinful desires of the heart are drawn to each other?
How does worship accurately describe what sinners do when they practice idolatry?

1:26-27 In v.24 we saw “therefore God gave them over.” Now we see “because of this, God gave them over.” Is this a progressive “giving over” on a continuum of judgment, or is this just saying the same thing over again with differ words or a different context?
How much willfulness is implied by Paul’s use of the words “exchanged” and “abandoned”? 

What does the use of the word “inflamed” suggest?
What could Paul have in mind to be the “due penalty for their perversion”?

1:28 Now Paul says “furthermore” after saying “therefore” in v.24 and “because of this” in v. 26. It is now the third time Paul says God “gave them over”. First it was to sexual impurity, then to shameful lusts and now to a depraved mind. Again, are these all equivalent, describing the same heart and mind, or is this describing a progression into depravity?
1:29-31 How does the phrase “they have become” help answer the previous question?

Do we know of any other list of unrighteous behaviors that matches this list of twenty-one sinful acts?

Could this be a sense of what it will be like to live in hell?
1:32 What is the tell-tale evidence of a depraved mind according to this verse?
Could we conclude that God’s actions of “giving sinners over to” even more wickedness is His revelation of His wrath against all ungodliness?

5:13 Who is speaking to whom? 

Who is the salt? Who is the earth?

How does salt lose its saltiness? 

Why can’t salt regain its saltiness after losing it?’

What is Jesus’ point and application for us?

5:14-16 Who is the light? Who is the world?

Why is the light to be on a hill or on a stand?

What or who is included in the “house”?

What is intended to result from letting our light shine?

How do we “let” our light shine?

How do we put our light under a bowl?

According to these instructions from Jesus, what must we STOP doing? What must we RESUME or START doing? And, why?



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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