	
Date: June 28-July4, 2010
	Text: Romans 13:1-14 - When Government Oversteps its God-given Role #1: God’s purpose for government

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	When I read Romans 12 prior to preparing this study guide on Romans 13, I could not resist the inner pressure to include at least a portion of Romans 12 to help set the context for chapter 13.


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Romans 12:9-21 (NIV)
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Romans 13:1-14 (NIV) 
1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
11 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.
	Introduction: It is overwhelmingly clear to me as a Christian citizen of the United States that God is calling on me and the entire Christian church in America to re-surrender ourselves to Jesus Christ for all that He is and for all He wants to do in us, for us and through us. I believe that God is sovereign (in control) over the events of our nation. It is my considered hunch that God is using the present events in our nation, including the leadership, to call His church to repent of having other gods that call the shots in our lives. This series of 4 sermons seeks to cooperate with what I understand to be God’s intentions for Christian citizens within the United States of America.
12:1-21 What are the parallels between chapters 12 and 13? How does chapter 12 influence how you think about chapter 13? Notice our responsibilities regarding evil in 12:9, 17, & 21. What are they and what kind of action plan is God giving us regarding overcoming evil?

13:1 What constitutes an authority? Does a military coup constitute a God-established authority? Does a congress that is not abiding by the national constitution constitute a God-established authority? Was Hitler a God-established authority? Are all leaders, regardless how they got into their position of power, God-established authorities? Could it be that what Paul is instructing us to do here is exceedingly counter-intuitive, so much so, that it is almost impossible for us to see how behaving as Paul calls us to will help reform bad governance? i.e. Will behaving in obedience to bad and even evil governance eventually result in repentance of those governing 
What does it mean to submit to such authorities? If God established the authority, does that also mean God approves the actions of that authority? If this is true, why would any Christian ever try to reform their government? Isn’t this promoting passivity among the citizenry?
13:2 What is the basis on which Paul can say that rebelling against any governing authority is the same as rebelling against God? Is there a God-established way to undo bad government?
13:3 We know too many examples of how this statement is simply not true. Is it relatively new that leaders of a country would terrorize their own citizens? Is Paul talking about every leader, every nation, every government from every generation? Is it possible that a governing authority has a God-established criteria to meet before they can be considered a God-established authority? Is there such a thing as an authority that is not established by God?
13:4 What if all indications show that the authority is using his power to punish the righteous citizens? God intends for the governing authorities to be serving the people for their good. But, what if that is not their intention? Apart from how we are supposed to respond to the authorities, what are God’s purposes for government? [v.3 to be a terror to bad conduct; v.3 to give approval of what is right; v.4 to do good to its people; carries out God’s wrath on wrongdoers; v.7 government is expected by God to show respect to the people especially to those who work hard. What constitutes a wrongdoer? 
13:5 What are the two reasons we should submit to the authorities? What does it mean to submit to government because of conscience?

13:6 Why do we pay taxes? 

13:7 Is the “everyone” government? Are those who are in government supposed to be worthy of honor and respect? 
13:8 Have we left the conversation about government at this point? What does love have to do with government?
13:9 Are the commandments pointing to the Ten Commandments? Is the summary commandment expected to be obeyed by both the government and the people? 

We should not be afraid of our government if we are doing what is right! 

13:10 Is the law referred to here, the law that should also be the law of the government?
13:11 What is the slumber we are in? What is it that is understood about the present time? What would it mean to awaken from our slumber? 

13:12 Are the deeds of darkness the reason we need to be admonished to submit to our government? Why do we need an armor of light? Where would we get the armor?
13:13 What connection is there between our morality and our proper response to government?

13:14 Does obeying v.14 mean that we will have good government?

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




