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	Sermon Text: Deuteronomy 5:32-6:25 - Sustaining our Enthusiasm for the Gospel  – Part 1

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	This Sunday we continue in our summer series of Bible studies that will encourage us to consider the strategic implications and obligations of our being transformed by Christ into His new creation. We’ve seen what our commission is from our study of 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. We’ve see an example of how the gospel of Jesus Christ changed lives as a result of the Apostle Paul and his team fulfilling their commission. We’ve seen how we can influence our world for Christ. The goal of this sermon is to identify practices and disciplines that will help sustain our enthusiasm for the gospel.
Deuteronomy 5:32-6:25 is our text for this Lord’s Day sermon, Sustaining our Enthusiasm for the Gospel  – Part 1, which is part of the larger series, Transformed to Join Christ’s Mission.
Please continue to pray this prayer: Father God, I acknowledge with eternal gratitude that You took the initiative to restore my broken relationship with You by giving Your Son Jesus Christ as my reconciling agent. I confess that too frequently I become satisfied with what You did for me and I have missed Your heart for the entire world, including specific persons in close proximity to me. You never intended that I was to be the last link in the chain of passing on Your Gospel. So, Father, I open my life to You to test my gratitude for the supreme gift of eternal life You have given me through Your Son. I welcome Your Holy Spirit to thoroughly challenge my excuses for disobedience and I invite Him to flood my soul with Your words of encouragement to fully trust Your Son at each step He calls me to take. Father, I’m willing now to do what you ask of me. Please give me the courage and the strength to trust You and obey You. In Your Son’s name, amen.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have? 
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? 
[Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Deuteronomy 5:32–6:25 (NIV84) 

32 So be careful to do what the Lord your God has commanded you; do not turn aside to the right or to the left. 33 Walk in all the way that the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess. 
1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all His decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you. 
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
10 When the Lord your God brings you into the land He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
13 Fear the Lord your God, serve Him only and take your oaths in His name. 14 Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and His anger will burn against you, and He will destroy you from the face of the land. 16 Do not test the Lord your God as you did at Massah. 17 Be sure to keep the commands of the Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees He has given you. 18 Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in and take over the good land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers, 19 thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the Lord said. 
20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?” 21 tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 Before our eyes the Lord sent miraculous signs and wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. 23 But He brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that He promised on oath to our forefathers. 24 The Lord commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today. 25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as He has commanded us, that will be our righteousness.” 

	Deuteronomy 5:32-6:25 is our anchor text for three sermons to assist us in sustaining our enthusiasm for the gospel. Look carefully for the actions God is calling on us to take part in that will keep nourishing our soul and placing us on the edge of adventure.
5:32-33 How does Moses clarify what it means to be careful in our obedience?

Why are we to be careful to obey our Lord’s commands? 

To what advantage is it to us?
6:1 How did the Israelites come to know the commands, decrees and laws of the Lord?
How significant is the word “observe”?

Where are they supposed to obey these commands? What makes this land special?

6:1-2 How does Moses broaden the field of those whose lives will be prolonged for obeying God’s commands?
What roles does the fear of God play in “encouraging” obedience? How do children have the fear of God instilled in them?

6:3 How do you understand the balance between God’s promise and our obedience?
6:4 How does the truth of v.4 assist us in loving our Lord? (“one” can mean unique.)
6:5 How total is love for the Lord to be?
6:6 Before parents are to impress God’s commandments on their children, where are those commands to be for them?

6:7-9 What variety of ways are parents to impress God’s commands on their children?

What is significant about the contexts and the locations where the commandments are to be impressed on the children?

6:10-12 How does this paragraph express the dangers of receiving a highly valuable gift? How are those dangers overcome?
How is this warning a current concern?

6:13-15 How does Moses “convince” us that it is vitally important to fear and serve the Lord only?
6:16-19 What further incentives does Moses present us with to “convince” us to keep God’s commands?
How does our obedience to God’s commands sustain our enthusiasm for His gospel?
6:20-25 What is the meaning of the commands the Lord has given us? 

What is the relationship between His commands and His bringing us out of our slavery to sin? 
In what ways does it benefit us to obey God’s commands?
Conclusion: What do you sense the Holy Spirit is affirming in your present walk with Christ? About what is He convicting you? How will you finish this statement: “I will __________________________________
__________________________________.”

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations today:




