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	Sermon Text Numbers 33:1-56 – The Perfect Journey Through the Wilderness - Guest Preacher: Rev. Randy Bergquist

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	In Numbers 33, God asks Moses to record the travel log of Israel from Egypt to the Jordan River. If we pay close attention to the details and even to what is missing in this travel log, we will discover some powerful truths that will encourage us and challenge us in our walk with Christ. Numbers 33 is, therefore, a recounting of Israel’s journey from bondage to freedom, from oppression to prosperity. Take particular note who makes this happen and prepare yourself for some pleasant surprises as you work through this study and prepare yourself to hear the sermon on this coming Lord’s Day.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?

[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Numbers 33:1–56 (ESV) 

1 These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of Egypt by their companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down their starting places, stage by stage, by command of the Lord, and these are their stages according to their starting places. 

3 They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went out triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians, 4 while the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the Lord had struck down among them. On their gods also the Lord executed judgments. 
5 So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at Succoth. 

6 And they set out from Succoth and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. 

7 And they set out from Etham and turned back to Pi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. 

8 And they set out from before Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they went a three days’ journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah. 

9 And they set out from Marah and came to Elim; at Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there. 

10 And they set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. 

11 And they set out from the Red Sea and camped in the wilderness of Sin. 

12 And they set out from the wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. 

13 And they set out from Dophkah and camped at Alush. 

14 And they set out from Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink. 

15 And they set out from Rephidim and camped in the wilderness of Sinai. 

16 And they set out from the wilderness of Sinai and camped at Kibroth-hattaavah. 

17 And they set out from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth. 

18 And they set out from Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah. 

19 And they set out from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon-perez. 

20 And they set out from Rimmon-perez and camped at Libnah. 

21 And they set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah. 

22 And they set out from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. 

23 And they set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 

24 And they set out from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. 

25 And they set out from Haradah and camped at Makheloth. 

26 And they set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 

27 And they set out from Tahath and camped at Terah. 

28 And they set out from Terah and camped at Mithkah. 

29 And they set out from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. 

30 And they set out from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth. 

31 And they set out from Moseroth and camped at Bene-jaakan. 

32 And they set out from Bene-jaakan and camped at Hor-haggidgad. 

33 And they set out from Hor-haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah. 

34 And they set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 

35 And they set out from Abronah and camped at Ezion-geber. 

36 And they set out from Ezion-geber and camped in the wilderness of Zin (that is, Kadesh). 

37 And they set out from Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, on the edge of the land of Edom. 
38 And Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor at the command of the Lord and died there, in the fortieth year after the people of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth month. 39 And Aaron was 123 years old when he died on Mount Hor. 
40 And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the people of Israel. 
41 And they set out from Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah. 

42 And they set out from Zalmonah and camped at Punon. 

43 And they set out from Punon and camped at Oboth. 

44 And they set out from Oboth and camped at Iye-abarim, in the territory of Moab. 
45 And they set out from Iyim and camped at Dibon-gad. 

46 And they set out from Dibon-gad and camped at Almon-diblathaim. 

47 And they set out from Almon-diblathaim and camped in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 

48 And they set out from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho; 49 they camped by the Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth as far as Abel-shittim in the plains of Moab. 
50 And the Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 51 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you pass over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high places. 53 And you shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 54 You shall inherit the land by lot according to your clans. To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls for anyone, that shall be his. According to the tribes of your fathers you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then those of them whom you let remain shall be as barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall trouble you in the land where you dwell. 56 And I will do to you as I thought to do to them.” 
	Introduction: Listen and look for how God retells this journey, paying attention to not only what He includes but also what He leaves out.
33:1-4 What happened to get this journey started (and why, and when did it start)? (cf. Exodus 1:11-14; 7:1-12:32)
33:4 What purpose(s) did the ten plagues serve? 
33:3-4 Why is the tenth plague and the first born significant to us? (cf. Exodus 12:29-32; Colossians 1:15-20)
How is the Exodus story, where Israel is taken out of bondage, our story? (1 Corinthians 5:7; John 1:29)
33:5-49 What is the common structure of this travel log?
33:6, 8, 9, 14, 37-40, 47, 49-52 To what do additions to the common structure draw our attention? 
What is missing from this travel log?
33:8 cf. Exodus 15:22-27

33:17-18 Where is the story of the twelve spies and the ten that rebelled? (Cf. Numbers 12:16ff) Why is this big story not here? 
What occurs in Numbers 32 that answers this question?
What is the intent of this itinerary?
If the Exodus story is our story, how will the Numbers 33 rendition also be like our story come judgment day? 

Jesus’ life is a rehearsal of Israel’s life
Israel

Jesus

Gen. 46:2-4
Mt. 2:13-14

Ex. 13:3

Mt. 2:15

Num. 14:22; 1 Cor. 10:1-4
Mt. 3:13-17
Num. 13:21

Mt. 4:1-2

Deut. 8:2
Mt. 4:1-2

Deut. 8:3
Mt. 4:3-4
What difference does Jesus make in our life? Romans 5:17-21; 6:5-11
33:50-54 What has God promised? Cf. Revelation 21:3-6
33:52 What needs to happen before God’s people possess the “Promised Land”? cf. Ephesians 6:10-20; Revelation 21:7
33:55-56 What is God’s warning? Cf. Revelation 21:8, 27; 
Conclusion: With what has God provided you so that you can be an overcomer and inherit God’s promises?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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