	
Date: April 15-21, 2013
	Sermon Text: Philippians 2:5–11 & Isaiah 45:16–25 – Is Jesus the LORD God Almighty?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Was Jesus fully God before, during and after He visited earth? What difference did it make to Him to take on human flesh? What difference does it make to us? Explore Philippians 2:5-11 for some answers. Then, go to Isaiah 45:16-25 and see if you hear Jesus speaking through these verses? Start with verse 23. How does that verse connect with Philippians 2:10-11? 
Make a list of your questions and see how many get answered this Sunday from the sermon on these texts.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]

	Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV84)
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Isaiah 45:16–25 (NIV84) 

16 All the makers of idols will be put to shame and disgraced; they will go off into disgrace together. 
17 But Israel will be saved by the Lord with an everlasting salvation; you will never be put to shame or disgraced, to ages everlasting. 
18 For this is what the Lord says— He who created the heavens, He is God; He who fashioned and made the earth, He founded it; He did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited— He says: “I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
19 I have not spoken in secret, from somewhere in a land of darkness; I have not said to Jacob’s descendants, ‘Seek Me in vain.’ I, the Lord, speak the truth; I declare what is right. 
20 “Gather together and come; assemble, you fugitives from the nations. Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that cannot save. 
21 Declare what is to be, present it— let them take counsel together. Who foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it not I, the Lord? 
And there is no God apart from Me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none but Me. 
22 “Turn to Me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. 
23 By myself I have sworn, My mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before Me every knee will bow; by Me every tongue will swear. 
24 They will say of Me, ‘In the Lord alone are righteousness and strength.’ ” All who have raged against Him will come to Him and be put to shame. 
25 But in the Lord all the descendants of Israel will be found righteous and will exult. 


	Our focus in the Philippians 2 text is on the human and divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ. It appears that these 7 verses are divided into 3 stages of Christ’s life: A. His entrance as a divine/human person. B. His exit from the earth. C. His re-entry into heaven.
2:5-7 - A. His entrance as a divine/human person.

What are these three verses really saying? How do they help us understand why Jesus added flesh to His person?
2:8 - B. His exit from the earth.

What do you find when you unpack this one verse? In what sense does it appear that Jesus came to earth to die?
2:9-11 - C. His re-entry into heaven.

What happened to Jesus that because of His visit to earth that increases the likelihood that we will willingly and freely bow our knees before Him and confess that He is Lord? 
Compare Philippians 2:10-11 with Isaiah 45:23.
---------------------
45:16-17 – Can you put into your own words the contrast Isaiah draws between idol makers and Israel?

45:18 – How does believing the content of verse 18 place you among those who will never be put to shame?
45:18-22 – What is the truth the Lord speaks? (see v.18, 21 & 22)

45:23-25 – How does the truth about the Lord God apply to us and to every knee and every tongue?
Conclusion: What response from you is being called for in both of the above texts?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	My prayer in response to God’s Word:




