	
Date: December 3-9, 2012
	Sermon Texts: Philippians 2:5-11; Isaiah 9:1-7; Hebrews 1:1-2:18; Galatians 3:26-4:7 - Who is Christ FOR us in the invasion of His incarnation?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Who is Christ FOR us in the invasion of His incarnation? In other words, How does Who Christ is in His incarnation impact the mission of His church (and thus, our church)? Maybe even more simply, What benefit is there to us that Jesus became human while remaining God? In this season of celebrating the Advent of Christ when Christ took on human flesh, I wish for our conversation in the context of the attached Biblical texts to prepare us for our celebration of the birth of Christ.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Isaiah 9:1–7 (NIV84) 1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before You as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, You have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
Hebrews 1:1–14 (NIV84) 1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So He became as much superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is superior to theirs. 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father”? 
Or again, “I will be His Father, and He will be My Son”? 
6 And again, when God brings His firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all God’s angels worship Him.” 

7 In speaking of the angels He says, “He makes His angels winds, His servants flames of fire.” 

8 But about the Son He says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of Your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has set You above Your companions by anointing You with the oil of joy.” 

10 He also says, “In the beginning, O Lord, You laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. 11 They will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But You remain the same, and Your years will never end.” 

13 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet”? 
14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 
Hebrews 2:1–18 (NIV84) 

1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard Him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to His will. 

5 It is not to angels that He has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. 6 But there is a place where someone has testified: “What is man that You are mindful of him, the son of man that You care for him? 7 You made him a little lower than the angels; You crowned him with glory and honor 8 and put everything under his feet.” 

In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because He suffered death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. 
10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the Author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says, “I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing Your praises.” 

13 And again, “I will put My trust in Him.” 

And again He says, “Here am I, and the children God has given Me.” 

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels He helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason He had to be made like His brothers in every way, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that He might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because He Himself suffered when He was tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted. 

Galatians 3:26–4:7 (NIV84) 26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

1 What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV84)5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
	We are trying to learn more about the impact of Christ’s incarnation on His mission in this world. Pray that this study enlarges your view of the incarnate Christ.

Isaiah 9 - 
1. What were the conditions into which the Child was born?
2. For what purpose was the Child born?
3. What impact does this promise have on Christ’s church?

Heb. 1:1-14 - 

1. In context, in what role does the Son speak to us?
2. How does the Father think of His Son?
3. In context, describe the relationships and what they are like in Christ’s kingdom.
Heb. 2:1-18 - 

1. For what purpose was Jesus made a little lower than the angels?
2. To whom does the phrase made a little lower than the angels refer? Just Jesus? What’s the connection?
3. What does it take for salvation to be given the sons of glory?
4. What benefits accrue to those sons?
5. Why did God the Son have to become human to fulfill the mission of the Trinity?
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e.
Gal. 3:26-4:7 -
What changes for us when we become sons of God?
Phil. 2:5-11 -

Who is Christ FOR us by the invasion of His incarnation?

Conclusion: 



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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