	
Date: December 10-16, 2012
	Sermon Texts: Isaiah 9:1-7; Psalm 2:1–12; Daniel 7:9–14; Revelation 12:10–11; Psalm 110:1–7 - Who is Christ OVER us in the unfolding of world history?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Who is Christ OVER us in the unfolding of world history? In other words, how does Christ being Lord OVER the unfolding of world history impact how we live our lives under conditions that are far from perfect? In this season of celebrating the Advent of Christ when Christ came to rule the earth with truth and grace, I wish for our conversation in the context of the attached Biblical texts to prepare us for our celebration of the birth of Christ.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Isaiah 9:1–7 (NIV84) 1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan— 

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before You as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, You have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

Psalm 2:1–12 (NIV84) 1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One. 3 “Let us break Their chains,” they say, “and throw off Their fetters.” 
4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, 6 “I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill.” 7 I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father. 

8 Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. 9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; You will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 
10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for His wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in Him. 

Daniel 7:9–14 (NIV84) 9 “As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took His seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of His head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before Him. Thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. 
11 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.) 
13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into His presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

Revelation 1:4–7 (NIV84) 4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7 Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen. 

Revelation 5:9–10 (NIV84) 9 And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

Revelation 6:1, 12, 15–17 (NIV84) 1 I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. …

12 I watched as He opened the sixth seal. … 
15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of Their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

Revelation 11:15 (NIV84) 15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever.” 

Revelation 12:5 (NIV84) 5 She gave birth to a Son, a male Child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her Child was snatched up to God and to His throne. 

Revelation 12:10–11 (NIV84) 10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 

11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

Revelation 14:14–16 (NIV84) 14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one “like a Son of Man” with a crown of gold on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to Him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take Your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who was seated on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 

Revelation 17:12–14 (NIV84) 12 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13 They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers.” 

Revelation 19:11–16 (NIV84) 11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are many crowns. He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written: King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Psalm 110:1–7 (NIV84) 1 The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 
2 The Lord will extend Your mighty scepter from Zion; You will rule in the midst of Your enemies. 
3 Your troops will be willing on Your day of battle. Arrayed in holy majesty, from the womb of the dawn You will receive the dew of Your youth. 

4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind: “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” 
5 The Lord is at Your right hand; He will crush kings on the day of His wrath. 
6 He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of the whole earth. 
7 He will drink from a brook beside the way; therefore He will lift up His head. 
	We are trying to learn more about the impact of Christ’s Lordship over this world. Pray that this study enlarges your view of the Lordship of Christ.

Isaiah 9:1-7 – (Same questions as last week, but now from the perspective of Christ’s Lordship, not His incarnation.)
1. What were the conditions into which the Child was born?

2. For what purpose was the Child born?

3. What impact does this promise have on Christ’s church?

Read the following texts. Identify how they describe how Christ’s reigning and ruling impacted history in the past, impacts it now and will in the future.

How did Christ’s Lordship impact history past?

How is Christ’s Lordship impacting history in the present?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

How did Christ’s Lordship impact history past?

How is Christ’s Lordship impacting history in the present?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

How did Christ’s Lordship impact history past?

How is Christ’s Lordship impacting history in the present?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

How did Christ’s Lordship impact history past?

How is Christ’s Lordship impacting history in the present?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

______

How is Christ’s Lordship impacting history in the present?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

______

How is Christ’s Lordship impacting history in the present?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

______

How is Christ’s Lordship impacting history in the present?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

______

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

______

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

______

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

How will Christ’s Lordship impact history in the future?

______

Conclusion: How does the knowledge of Christ’s Lordship OVER the unfolding of world history impact us now?



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




