	
Date: December 17-23, 2012
	Sermon Texts: 2 Cor. 4:6; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:12–16; John 1:1-14; Ex. 40:33–38; Mal. 3:1–4; 1 Cor. 12:12–14 - Who is Christ WITHIN and AMONG us as the glory of the Father?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Who is Christ WITHIN and AMONG us as the glory of the Father? In other words, How does Who Christ is as the glory of His Father impact His church as He lives within us and among us? In this season of celebrating the Advent of Christ when Christ came as Immanuel (God with us), I wish for our conversation in the context of the attached Biblical texts to prepare us for our celebration of the birth of Christ.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	2 Corinthians 4:6 (NIV84) 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Ephesians 1:22–23 (NIV84) 22 And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way. 

Ephesians 4:12–16 (NIV84) 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

John 1:1-14 (NIV84) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
… 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
… 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling (literally, tabernacled) among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Exodus 40:33–38 (NIV84) 33 Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 
34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38 So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels. 

Malachi 3:1–4 (NIV84) 1 “See, I will send My messenger, who will prepare the way before Me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to His temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. 

2 But who can endure the day of His coming? Who can stand when He appears? For He will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

1 Corinthians 12:12–14 (NIV84) 12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 


	We are trying to learn more about the impact of Christ being among us as God revealing His glory. Pray that this study enlarges your view of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6 – What does the Father want us to know about His Son?

Ephesians 1:22–23– Into what position has God placed His Son among us?
Ephesians 4:12–13 – For what purpose does Paul say that the body of Christ is to be built up? 

Eph. 4:14–16 – What are the ingredients for a strong and healthy body of Christ?

John 1:1-14 – Who is He who became flesh and tabernacled among us?
How much of Himself does He bring with Him when He comes to be among us?

What is keeping us from recognizing who Christ really is and for all He is when He is among us?

Exodus 40:33–38 – From where do we get the concept of tabernacling with us or “He pitched His tent among us”?

What was God saying to the Israelites by having them make the tabernacle?

What did the pillars of cloud and fire represent to them?

For John to use this imagery in reference to Christ, who then is Christ among us, in the midst of us?
Malachi 3:1–4 – (Though it is debated, let’s go with “My messenger” as John the Baptist and “the messenger of the covenant” as Jesus Christ.) John the Baptist prepares the way for “the messenger of the covenant who comes to live among us. According to Malachi, what can we expect from Christ living among His people, even today?
1 Corinthians 12:12–14 – How should we understand the meaning of “the body”? 
Can this body function without its head?

Does the size of the congregation determine how much of the head that body has?
What defines a congregation of Christians?
______

Conclusion: In reality, how does the knowledge of Christ living among in our congregation as our head, genuinely define us?


	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations with today:
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