	
Date: December 24-30, 2012
	Sermon Texts: Ephesians 1:19–23 - Who is Christ BEFORE us moving ahead of us into the future in order to bring it back to us?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Who is Christ BEFORE us moving ahead of us into the future in order to bring it back to us? In other words, How does Who Christ is as our Leader bring the future to us now while leading us into the future? A keen observer could observe that there is an order developing in these prepositions and that the preposition BEFORE perhaps should have preceded the preposition AMONG. That observation has great merit and was the original order given to me by David Bryant. I switched up AMONG and BEFORE in order to fit into the Christmas and New Years contexts. Christ going BEFORE us into the future nicely fits the context of preaching the last sermon of the year. A sermon on Christ being AMONG us worked nicely for Christmas. Each of these last four prepositions grows out of the truth of Christ being OVER us in the building of His church. He goes BEFORE us, He dwells AMONG us, He lives THROUGH us as we connect with the people nearest to us and He comes UPON us as He builds our anticipation for His return. On this last Sunday of 2012 our focus is on Who Christ is BEFORE us as He moves ahead of us into the future.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	2 Corinthians 4:6 (NIV84) 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Ephesians 1:22–23 (NIV84) 22 And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way. 

Ephesians 4:12–16 (NIV84) 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

Matthew 16:18 (NIV84) 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

Revelation 1:13 (NIV84) 13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to His feet and with a golden sash around His chest. 

Micah 2:12–13 (NIV84) 12 “I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely bring together the remnant of Israel. I will bring them together like sheep in a pen, like a flock in its pasture; the place will throng with people. 13 One who breaks open the way will go up before them; they will break through the gate and go out. Their king will pass through before them, the Lord at their head.” 

Matthew 26:63–64 (NIV84) (cf. Mark 14:62; Luke 22:69) 63 … The high priest said to Him, “I charge You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Ephesians 1:19–23 (NIV84) 19 ... That power is like the working of His mighty strength, 20 which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way. 

Colossians 3:1–4 (NIV84) 1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

Hebrews 8:1 (NIV84) 1 The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 

Hebrews 12:2 (NIV84) 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
John 17:24–26 (NIV84) 24 “Father, I want those You have given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the glory You have given Me because You loved Me before the creation of the world. 

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know You, I know You, and they know that You have sent Me. 26 I have made You known to them, and will continue to make You known in order that the love You have for Me may be in them and that I Myself may be in them.” 
	We are trying to learn more about the impact of Christ going before us as our Leader into the future who brings the future to us now. Pray that this study enlarges your view of Christ as our conduit to the future.

Our initial question is: How does the Bible describe our present relationship with Christ?
2 Corinthians 4:6

Ephesians 1:22-23

Ephesians 4:12-16

Matthew 16:18
Revelation 1:13

Summarize your answers to Who is Christ OVER us in the building of His church?

Our second question is: Where is Christ now?

Micah 2:12-13
Matthew 26:63-64
Ephesians 1:19-23

Colossians 3:1-4

Hebrews 8:1

Hebrews 12:2

John 17:24-26

Our concluding question: Who, then, is Christ BEFORE us as He moves ahead of us into the future?
What difference does it make to us NOW that Christ is BEFORE us, already in the future for which He is preparing us?



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	With whom I shared my Bible observations with today:
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