	
Date: December 31, 2012-January 6, 2013
	Sermon Texts: John 20:19–23, Acts 1:3–8, 2 Corinthians 2:14–17; 3:1–3 - Who is Christ THROUGH us to the people nearest to us?

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Who is Christ THROUGH us to the people nearest to us? In other words, how does Christ working THROUGH us bring the Gospel of Christ to the people with whom we have influence? 

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	John 20:19–23 (NIV84) 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After He said this, He showed them His hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
Acts 1:3–8 (NIV84) 

3 After His suffering, He showed Himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you have heard Me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 So when they met together, they asked Him, “Lord, are You at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

2 Corinthians 2:14–17; 3:1–3 (NIV84) 

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him. 15 For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task? 17 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God. 

1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 


	We are trying to learn more about the impact of our lives in this world when Christ lives and works THROUGH us. Pray that this study enlarges your view of the power of Christ in your life.

John 20:19–23 
1. Under what circumstances did Jesus make this visit to His disciples?

2. What did Jesus’ greeting of “Peace” mean the first time He said it? Did His second greeting of “Peace” have a different meaning?
3. What change can we anticipate took place in the disciples because of this encounter with Jesus?
4. Who are we because of Christ’s resurrection? In what sense are we different from who we were without Christ? Has anyone ever indicated to you that Christ is doing something in you and through you?

Acts 1:3–8 
1. What was Jesus trying to accomplish by giving convincing proofs that He was alive? 
2. What is the significance of Jesus combining convincing proofs that He was alive with His teaching about the kingdom of God? 

3. What does Christ accomplish in the lives of His disciples by the addition of “the promised gift” to the “proofs” and His “teaching”? [proofs of resurrection + teaching of the kingdom of God + the gift of the Holy Spirit = ______________]

4. Who are these disciples as a result of receiving the Holy Spirit? In what sense are these disciples different from who they were without the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
5. What difference do Holy Spirit empowered disciples of Christ make in the world?
2 Corinthians 2:14–17; 3:1–3
1. 2:14-15 What makes what Christ does through us most effective and life-changing for others?
2. 2:17 What characterizes the speech of men and women sent from God? 
What characterizes the conduct of men and women sent from God? 
How does our speech and conduct become that way?
3. 3:2-3 How does someone become a person “written on our hearts”? 
How do letters “written on our hearts” become “known and read by everybody”? 
Is the person who is “a letter from Christ” the same person who is “our letter, written on our hearts”? 
What’s going on here?
4. To whom can you point who is walking with Christ today as a result of your surrender to Christ as a conduit of His gospel? 
What is Christ’s plan to multiply the number of persons changed by Christ through your life?
______

Conclusion: What keeps us from being on the front lines for the advance of God’s kingdom in the world? 
Is it that we are not really the fragrance of Christ’s life to people around us?

Is it a resistance to being a conduit of the Holy Spirit’s power to make the gospel known in our world?



	Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.]



	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:
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