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2 Corinthians 4:1-12 (NIV)
1 Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that His life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 

Message – Pastor Folden

For those of you who knew David McMullen long enough to include his B.C., before Christ, days, you know that something powerful happened in his life that changed him. Without embarrassment, David would tell you that it was Christ who turned his life around. Christ took him to the cross where He had been crucified and showed him mercy. And as David received that mercy, Christ began to prepare him for a lifetime of ministry, of which all of us who knew him were the recipients. For David was a servant of Christ for our sakes.

His love for God and His Word was his source of courage and strength. The more he understood of it, the better equipped he was to kindly lay it out for us to see it. But, when he shared truth from God’s Word, there was something that came with it. That was the awareness that the truth he was bringing was also at work changing his life. And so both his life and his word were making their appeal to our conscience in the sight of God.

I suggest to you that even in his death, David is making his appeal to us today to welcome His Savior and receive His mercy today.

I believe that David never forgot from where he had been. His remembrance of his spiritual blindness only increased his gratitude and delight for being able to see the gospel of the glory of Christ. He understood that he had been the recipient of the grace of God when God made His light shine in his heart to give him the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Therefore, his life was about God and not David. He understood that there was nothing about himself that commended him to those around him. Rather, it was Christ who had come to take up residence in his life that he knew would make a difference is our lives if we would welcome Him. David did not preach himself. Instead, by word and by generous action, David spoke the truth that Jesus Christ is Lord.

I had the privilege of knowing David for over 20 years. We first met while I was on my knees installing carpet. I can’t recall if the first occasion was in the Bowser’s home or in his. That was over 20 years ago. It has been an honor to be his pastor for over 10 of those years.

Beginning in January of this year we asked David to lead the sermon discussion class that followed our 9:00 o’clock worship service. He accepted the assignment with a bit of reluctance, but when we asked him a few weeks ago if he would like a break, he confidently asserted that he wanted to continue. With a recent change of format to our Sunday mornings, I was privileged to sit in on the last two sermon discussions that David led and I was blessed by his leadership.

What a testimony David is to the truth that all who have welcomed Christ as Lord of their lives have a profound treasure residing within them. Paul used these words to express it: we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
Again, from those who knew him best understood that his ability to be a faithful husband, a trustworthy employee, a cheerful encourager, a dedicated father and a joyful person, was attributable to the fact that he made a practice of letting Christ lead his life. That did not mean that all the paths that Christ led him on were pleasant walks in the park on a sunny afternoon. He understood what it was to be hard-pressed and perplexed. But his trust in His Savior kept him from being crushed or in despair.

It’s almost ironic that his daily dying to himself would lead to his being such a life giver, to being such an encourager. In the words of his son, Jamie, who came into the living room while his dad was praying told the story this way:

“My friends and I would walk in the front door and he would be sprawled out on the living room floor and he would be praying with the Bible at his head. ‘Lord, it’s just in Your hands. Help me not take it out of Your hands.’”

In the daily course of life, David was learning to surrender to His Lord. Paul describes that as carrying around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.
This is precisely what made David such a gift to us. He was learning how surrendering to the will of God and the rule of Christ not only brought new life into his own soul, it made him a life giving human being. It’s why we enjoyed being around him.

The good news for each of us today is that this same Jesus Christ who changed the life of David McMullen is ready to be the Lord of our lives. It’s not difficult for most of us to recognize that our bodies are like jars of clay, or what another translation of the Bible calls them, cracked pots. We know all too well our weaknesses, our vulnerabilities, our sins, our dark sides, our brokenness. What we don’t always comprehend is that Jesus Christ wants to embrace us with all our flaws and enter our broken lives and breathe new life into us and to engage us in the process of renewal and restoration – not where we ascend to the mastery of our lives, but where we discover that we are most alive when Christ’s life is revealed through our cracked pots.

That’s what David would say. To live is Christ and to die is gain. If Christ is tapping on your shoulder today and you can hear Him say, “Friend, would you come follow Me? Would you let Me take the controls of your life?” and you respond with “Yes!” then the truth will be all the more proclaimed that the death that has been at work in our friend David will have indeed worked life in us.

Amen.

