Satan is Constantly Aiming at the Destruction of The Christ.
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From this perspective, the entire Old Testament becomes one story, the story of the conflict between the seed of the woman and the dragon, between Christ and Satan. In this conflict, Christ is victorious.

a. The initial promise (Genesis 3:15)
Revelation 12 is very clearly based on this verse. The same characters appear in both; the same truth is proclaimed in both. The words of the promise are, 
Genesis 3:15 (NIV84) 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” 
The “serpent: of Genesis 3 is the “dragon” of Revelation 12. The woman’s “seed” of Genesis 3 is the “son, a man child” of Revelation 12. Also, in Genesis 3:15, the expression “her seed” indicates the Christ. Here in Genesis 3 the conflict is announced.
Revelation 12:3-4 (NIV84) 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 
Revelation 12:9 (NIV84) 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
b. From Seth to the Flood
By and by children are born to Adam and Eve – Cain and Abel. But Cain slays Abel. Then Seth is born. Does Satan realize that the family of Seth has been predestined to bring forth the promised seed, the Messiah? One is inclined to think so, for the devil now begins to do all in his power to destroy Seth. He whispers into the ears of Seth’s sons that they must marry the daughters of Cain. He tries to destroy Seth’s generations in order thus to annihilate the promise concerning the Messiah. Does the dragon succeed? It looks as if he does. Read . . .
Genesis 6:9-13 (NIV84) 9 This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 
Satan has triumphed . . . no, not entirely, among the families that descended from Seth there is one which fears the Lord, that of Noah. God saves this one family, while the Flood destroys the rest. In this one family the promise is continued.

c. From the Flood to Jacob

Again the dragon stands in front of the woman in order to destroy the child. The promise concerning the Messiah is now given to Abraham, and Sarah his wife. Humanly speaking, however, that promise will never be fulfilled, for Abraham is old and Sarah is barren. The dragon has almost triumphed when the miracle happens and Isaac is born. The promise is now given to Isaac. But the Lord orders Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt-offering. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
What now will become of God’s promise? Surely the dragon now triumphs. But does he? We know the answer. The Angel of the Lord appears, that is, Christ Himself appears, in order to safeguard His own birth according to the flesh. Even during the old dispensation it is constantly Christ Himself who prepares all things for His own birth. The Angel of the Lord, that is, Christ Himself says to Abraham, . . .

Genesis 22:12-14 (NIV84) 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from Me your son, your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 
Genesis 22:17-18 (NIV84) 17“I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed Me.” 
The seed that was going to destroy the serpent’s head would be born from the generations of Isaac and Rebekah. But Rebekah was barren.

Genesis 25:21 (NIV84) 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The Lord answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 
Again, Jehovah, the God of the promise, performs a miracle, and Rebekah conceives so that the promise is continued in the line of Jacob.
But see what happens. Jacob deceives his father and receives the blessing which Isaac had intended for Esau. Jacob has to flee. Even years afterwards when he returns to his own land, he is greatly afraid. Yet Esau did not kill Jacob. The promise concerning the son of the woman is saved again.
d. From Jacob to the Jews in the desert
Again the dragon stands in front of the woman. He attacks Jacob’s descendants, the Jews. This time it surely seems as if he will be successful, for though the Lord in tender mercy has led His people out of Egypt, they reject Him and are dancing around a golden calf.

Exodus 32:7-10 (NIV84) 7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 
9 “I have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave Me alone so that My anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 
Is the dragon actually going to triumph? He is . . . unless there be an intercessor. And there was! Moses intercedes and the promise is saved again. And remember that it was the greater Mediator, Christ, who created in the heart of the lesser mediator, Moses, the spirit of intercession.

e. From the Jews in the desert to David, the king
Again, history moves on. Out of the tribe of Judah, God chooses one family, that of David. The promised Messiah will be born as the seed of David (2 Sam. 7:12ff; Psalm 89:29, 35, 36; Jer. 23:5; Acts 2:30). So the devil now aims his arrow at David. David must be destroyed. We read, 
1 Samuel 18:10-11 (NIV84) 10 The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully upon Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was playing the harp, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice. 
Saul did this because an evil spirit came mightily upon him. Did the dragon succeed? No, for David escaped from Saul’s presence twice. Even during the old dispensation the Christ is at work on earth, safeguarding the promise concerning Himself.

f. From David to Queen Athaliah
Athaliah, the wicked daughter of wicked parents – Ahab and Jezebel – is reigning. In order that she may have absolute power she conceived in her heart to destroy all the seed of David. Thus again the coming of the Mediator in human form is threatened. The dragon stands in from of the woman; his wrath is directed against the child. And now, finally, Satan is successful. At least, so it seems. For we read,
2 Kings 11:1 (NIV84) 1 When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to destroy the whole royal family. 
Of course, if all the seed royal is destroyed, then the Christ cannot be born as the legal son and heir of David. Then God’s plan is frustrated and the promise has failed. Athaliah destroyed all the seed royal. But read on.
2 Kings 11:2-3 (NIV84) 2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah, took Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the royal princes, who were about to be murdered. She put him and his nurse in a bedroom to hide him from Athaliah; so he was not killed. 3 He remained hidden with his nurse at the temple of the Lord for six years while Athaliah ruled the land. 
How wonderful are God’s ways. How marvelous His providence!

By and by we see Joash again, and on his head there is a crown. We hear people shouting, “Long live the king!” Again, the promise is saved. Christ will be born of David’s line. Unless the dragon should still prevent it.

g. From Athaliah to King Ahaz
And now the combined forces of Israel and Syria are gathered against Judah. Their purpose is to blot out the house of David with which were connected the hopes and promise concerning the Messiah, and to set up a foreign king. 
Isaiah 7:6 (NIV84) 6 “Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.” 
It is a critical moment in history. Will the Christ ever be born of the seed of David? Jehovah orders the prophet Isaiah to meet King Ahaz of Judah to encourage him. Ahaz, however, disdainfully refuses to ask for a sign as a pledge of Jehovah’s aid. Surely, the dragon – the serpent of Genesis 3:15 – will be successful now, for against the house of David is assembled the host of Syria and of Israel and the wickedness of King Ahaz himself! Satan laughs. Again, however, he laughs too soon, for we read, 

Isaiah 7:14 (NIV84) 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel. 
God’s purpose must stand. Immanuel must be born, from the family of David. 
h. From King Ahaz to Esther

It is the fifth century BC and King Ahasuerus is reigning. At the request of Haman, the king issues a decree that throughout his vast domain all the Jews should be put to death.

Esther 3:15 (NIV84) 15 Spurred on by the king’s command, the couriers went out, and the edict was issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was bewildered. 
This decree is sealed with the king’s ring. But Jehovah’s promise concern the Mediator, to be born of the seed of David, was sealed with the oath of the King of kings. Need I relate what happened? Read the book of Esther for yourself. The Jews, again, were saved.
i. From Esther to Bethlehem
Now occurs the final act in this mighty drama. The scene is Bethlehem. There in a manger lies the Christ-child. But although He is now actually born, the dragon still tries to destroy Him. In fact, Revelation 12, though covering with a few words the entire previous history of Satan’s warfare against the Christ, refers directly and specifically to the events that took place in connection with Christ’s birth. 

Revelation 12:4 (NIV84) 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 
The wise men from the East are in the audience room of Herod. 
Matthew 2:7-8 (NIV84) 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the Child. As soon as you find Him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.” 
His intention was to kill the child. But the wise men, warned of God, returned to their country another way after they had found and worshipped the Christ. Still the dragon refuses to admit defeat. The infants of Bethlehem and district, two years old and under, are slain. But Herod failed. So did the dragon. The Christ-child was safe in Egypt.
Matthew 2:13 (NIV84) 13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and His mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill Him.” 
God’s purpose can never be frustrated. Christ’s birth in Bethlehem is God’s victory over the dragon. The Savior’s death on the cross for His people is His further victory.

Revelation 12:5 (NIV84) 5 She gave birth to a Son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to His throne. 
This refers to Christ’s ascension and enthronement (Rev. 5:7; cf. Phil. 2:9). Those who oppose Him will be treated to “the iron rod”. This is true throughout this entire dispensation. Christ triumphs and the angels sing “Glory to God in the highest!”
