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A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

From 
Psalm 19:1-6:
_____________________________________________________________
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THE GOD WHO MADE EVERYTHING

        The best way to introduce & examine Christianity:


The Bible: Christianity’s Foundational Documents

66 BOOKS

           1500 Years in 3 Languages: Hebrew, Aramaic & Greek
God has disclosed Himself in “THE BOOK”
OLD TESTAMENT

39 BOOKS

     LAW
              HISTORY            POETRY

 PROPHECY

(Old Covenant)

             (Writings)
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NEW TESTAMENT
27 BOOKS
  (Gospel)
BIOGRAPHY   HISTORY
   
 LETTERS

   PROPHECY

(New Covenant)


  (Writings)
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What the Bible says helps us make sense of what Christianity means and looks like.

Genesis 1 & 2
Genesis 1:1-5
Genesis1:26-2:3

Genesis 1 & 2 and Science
1. More ambiguity than some Christians recognize

	- young age of the earth
	- gap between Genesis 1:1 & 1:2

	- day = age
	- Babylonian document – Enuma Elish


2. More ambiguity than some scientists recognize.

	- the new atheism
	- William Dembski, Uncommon Dissent

	- philosophical materialism
	- Where did condensed material come from?

	- Mike Poole, God and the Scientist
	- a singularity is an occurrence in which common laws no long operate


3. A version of the Intelligent Design debate
	- “irreducible complexity” – structures so complex it is statistically impossible to happen by chance, thus the need for a designer

	- putting God into the gaps of our ignorance shrinks God as we fill in the gaps

	- there is a God who has disclosed Himself in the glory of nature

	- God is not merely an inference from our observations


4. “What is the least that Genesis 1 and the following chapters must be saying for the rest of the Bible to make any sense?

	- Genesis in Space & Time, Francis Schaeffer

	- An irreducible minimum these chapters must be saying for the Bible to have coherence.


What do Genesis 1-2 tell us?

A. SOME THINGS ABOUT GOD

1. God simply is.

	- If man is the test of everything, we then have the right to judge if God exists.

	- God is not the object who we evaluate. He is the creator. That changes all the dynamics.

	- All of our knowledge must come to us in some sense by God disclosing what He knows.

	- 1600s Cartesian thought – thinking about knowledge changed – “I think, therefore, I am.”

	- God’s existence and God’s absolute knowledge were already givens. Our existence was seen as dependent on Him, and our knowledge a mere tiny subset of His.

	- I evaluate morals and history and God in such a way that God becomes an inference.


2. God made everything that is non-God.

	- An irreducible distinction between Creator and creature.

	- His existence is self-existence. God has no cause; he just is. He always has been.


3. There is only one of Him.

	- “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” Deut. 6:4 There is only one of Him.

	- “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness.’” Gen. 1:26

	- human beings – made “in our image, in our likeness.”


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

3. Summarize what the Bible is, i.e., what kinds of documents make it up.

4. What does Francis Schaeffer contribute to our understanding of the opening chapters of Genesis?

5. What is the fundamental distinction between Creator and creature – between God as Creator and everything else that exists?

___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 1
Genesis 1 & 2 say: God is eternal and He made everything good, including people. Therefore, people are significant, dependent on and accountable to God.

___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 1
Genesis 1:1 (NIV) 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Psalm 139:13-14 (NIV) 
13 For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, I know that full well.
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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THE GOD WHO MADE EVERYTHING

Sermon: The Bible says: God exists and He creates!
Text: Genesis 1:1-25

1. In what ways have we created a “scientific” system that disallows certain information in order to protect our presuppositions?

2. What is God communicating about Himself in Genesis 1?
	Problem
	Preparation
	Population

	v.2 darkness
	v.3-5 


	v.14-19

	v.2 deep waters
	v.6-8 


	v.20-23

	v.2 formless & empty earth
	v.9-13 


	v.24-31 


3. And what is the significance of the act of “separating” in the process of creating?
4. How does “revelation” of truth bring a necessary balance to drawing a conclusion from inference or even from discoveries?

