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       Sunday, January 30, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from 
Isaiah 54:7-14:
_____________________________________________________________
[image: image1.png]


SESSION 10 – CHAPTER 6A
THE GOD WHO MAKES HIGH PEOPLE SINGS 
&
THE GOD WHO IS UNFATHOMABLY WISE
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
God exists and He creates!

We are made in the image of God!
Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!
God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!
God honors those who humbly confess their sins 
and pray for His provision to do His will!
INTRODUCTION
“These two topics reflect certain kinds of writing in the Old Testament. First, the Psalms and other poems, often meant to be sung, and second, a short collection of documents often called the Wisdom Literature. But, these two themes, singing and wisdom, are much more than a mere reflection of certain kinds of writing in the Bible. The singing erupts because God has given His people so much to sing about. And wisdom, knowing how to live under God in God’s world is pursued because we are to recognize how unfathomably wise God Himself is.”

Sometimes individual psalms can be shown to spring from a particular period in OT history. By and large, however, the Psalms reflect the experiences, the insight, the revelation of God that His people turn over in their minds during these times. 

The God Who Makes His People Sing: Psalms
	- Let me write the songs of a nation, and I care not who makes its laws (Daniel O’Connell, 18th Century). If people are walking around with iPods, the most fundamental shaping of the public mind will take place via iPods (or some other delivery system).

	- Most of this song-like material is in the book of Psalms. It is in the middle of the Bible, 150 of them, written over a period of about 1200 years. 

	-.A psalm of Moses; many psalms written by David who helped organize the choirs and public worship in the tabernacle. Patterns of worship were improved by his son Solomon and used in the new temple.

	- Psalms that depict the experiences of the people of God as they are going into exile 400 years later. Some psalms that reflect the thoughts of the people of God as they come back from exile, taking us to about 400 BC.

	- Elderly Christians are usually the ones who love the book of Psalms. You have to have quite a lot of different experiences under your belt before you resonate easily with lament, loss, shame, death, triumph, praise and prophecy. Until you have been through experiencing where you feel as if you are wallowing in a miry bog, the psalm is probably not going to speak powerfully to you.


Psalm 1
	- Verses 1-3 describe the righteous; verses 4-5 describe the unrighteous; verse 6 is a final summarizing contrast.


The Righteous (Psalm 1:1-3)
	- Psalm 1:1 describes the righteous negatively: what they are not like, what they do not do.

	- In Hebrew, to stand in someone’s way means to have your feet in their moccasins, to do what they do, to be indistinguishable from them.

	- Psalm 1:2 describes the righteous positively. This is what they think about. And it changes them. The righteous person learns to think God’s thoughts after Him. It is such a love affair with all that God says that it feeds your mind.

	- Psalm 1:3 describes the righteous metaphorically. When the rains come, the land that seems like death suddenly blooms; it comes to life with desert flowers. .


The Unrighteous (Psalm 1:4-5)
	- Psalm 1:4-5 describes the unrighteous: They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 


A Final Summarizing Contrast (Psalm 1:6)
	- Psalm 1:6 The contrast is between the way of the righteous and the way of the wicked. 

	- There are two ways to live, and there is no third. In wisdom literature the way of wisdom is cast against the way of folly in a simple and absolute polarity. A wisdom psalm.

	- In the New Testament, the most remarkable wisdom preacher is Jesus. He uses apocalyptic imagery, one-liners, parables, and more. In the Sermon on the Mount, “Picture two people: one builds a house on rock; the other builds a house on sand. There are just two houses. There are only two ways. A wide path and a narrow gate.

	- If we are really honest, we never quite fit the good way. Where does that leave us?

	- King David can be described as a man after God’s own heart, yet he also committed adultery and arranged a murder. One wonders what he would have done if he hadn’t been a man after God’s own heart?

	- Wisdom literature clarifies the polarity between holy and unholy, but it cannot save.


Psalm 8
	- Psalm 8 praises God for His power in creation. 

	- Psalm 8:1 marvels that God has a peculiar relationship with human beings, with mere mortals. Psalm 8 is a hymn that was composed as a reflection on Genesis 1-2. God’s people reflect on God’s truth and join together to sing these truths.


Psalm 19
	- This psalm is a reflection on how the created order reflects who God is.

	- The Lord has disclosed Himself in this created order.


Psalm 14
	- “Fools say in their hearts, ‘There is no God.’” Grant the God of the Bible is the God who is there: who is the fool? This is the God who is there, who has named Himself, disclosed Himself. In His mercy He has come back again and again to save His people.

	- This does not mean that no Christian is a fool. What it means is that everyone who has become a Christian started off a fool, and if in this respect we are not longer fools, that is a mark of singular grace.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 6
Job through Song of Solomon says: God is the source of all knowledge and what He says is good, really is good. When we don't experience blessings and happiness from obeying God, we must turn to God with our questions since only God is wise enough to understand why.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 6 (2 of 4)
Psalm 1:1-6 (NIV) 
1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
Psalm 19:7-9 (NIV) 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous. 
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________

 First Half  


Sunday, January 30, 2011
SESSION 10 – CHAPTER 6A
THE GOD WHO REIGNS – Job – Song of Solomon
Sermon: The Bible says: The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus!
Text: Proverbs 8:22-36, Ecclesiastes 12:1-14, Job 19:23-27 
The Proverbs Principle – God made the world and set things up so that generally when you do what’s right, good things will happen to you.

Some hints at complexity even in Proverbs – 
Proverbs 6:10-11 laziness causes poverty Vs.
Proverbs 28:6 better to be poor than wicked
Jesus is the true Wiseman – 1 Kings 4:31, Matthew 12:42
Jesus is true Wisdom – John 1:1, 1 Corinthians 1:24, Colossians 1:16

The Ecclesiastes Objection – Sometimes when you do what’s right and good things happen to you, it doesn’t make you happy.

Apocalyptic Wisdom Literature Solution: You can be happy on your own Vs.
Ecclesiastes’ Solution: Trust God as the true judge of value! (Eccl. 12:13-14)
The Job Dilemma – Sometimes when you do what’s right, bad things happen to you.

Job’s Friends’ logic – Major premise: Only good things happen to good people.

Minor premise: Good things don’t happen to Job.

Conclusion: Job is not a good person.

Jesus’ objections to Job’s friends’ logic used by his disciples – 

John 9:1-3 and Luke 13:1-3
Job’s logic – Major premise: God is good and always does what is just.

Minor Premise: Things don’t appear to be just in my life.
Conclusion: God will personally make things right outside of my lifetime.
Job’s Solution: Look to Jesus!

Job correctly deduced most of the Apostle’s Creed including: the incarnation, the final judgment, and the resurrection of the dead thousands of years before Genesis was even written based solely on God’s goodness!
