 Second Half 


       Sunday, February 6, 2011
A REASON TO BE THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH GOD

Write down one reason from 
Psalm 62:1-12:
_____________________________________________________________
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SESSION 11 – CHAPTER 6B
THE GOD WHO MAKES HIGH PEOPLE SINGS 
&
THE GOD WHO IS UNFATHOMABLY WISE
REVIEW
The Bible says: 
God exists and He creates!

We are made in the image of God!
Thinking we can outwit God is idolatrous!

Our ultimate problem is our alienation from God!

The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!

Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!

God’s presence is required for our obedience to be a true victory!
God takes the initiative to accomplish His purposes through people!
God honors those who humbly confess their sins 
and pray for His provision to do His will!

The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure 
is to trust God and look to Jesus!
INTRODUCTION
Songs and wisdom. “These two topics reflect certain kinds of writing in the Old Testament. First, the Psalms and other poems, often meant to be sung, and second, a short collection of documents often called the Wisdom Literature. The singing erupts because God has given His people so much to sing about. And wisdom, knowing how to live under God in God’s world is pursued because we are to recognize how unfathomably wise God Himself is.”

The God Who Makes His People Sing & Who is Unfathomably Wise
Psalm 40
	- A psalm of personal experience, written by David, that was so awful that he felt like being in a slimy pit: desperate, unable to get out, sucked down. And God pulled him out.

	- Must of the rest of the psalm his response of devoting himself to the living God. Gives testimony to the community of God’s people.

	- Just because he went through this experience once, it does not follow he will not go through other bleak experiences. Life in this fallen and broken world brings many kinds of heartaches, defeats, and discouragements. David is realistic enough to look into the future and say, “Lord God, where I’m going I will need Your help.”

	- Still more troubles are ahead. A believer looks at how God has helped him and anticipates the way He is going to need God’s help in the future.


Psalm 51
	- A psalm of David after he had committed adultery with Bathsheba. David thinks he has gotten away with it. Then the prophet Nathan confronts him. David has been broken.

	- “My sin is always before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight” (51:3-4). It is hard to think of anybody that he did not sin against.

	- At the deepest level, sin defies God. What gives sin its most horrendous odor is that it is defiance of the God who made us and who judges us on the last day. The heart of Eve’s problems or Adam’s problem is not that they broke a little rule or betrayed each other’s trust; rather, they de-god-ed God.

	- In any sin, the most offended party is always God. What we must have is God’s forgiveness, or we have nothing.


Other Psalms
	- Psalm 100: the most frequently quoted chapter in the New Testament.

	- Psalm 119:God’s self-disclosure in words . . . that God is a talking God. Cf.  Psalm 139

	- This is the God who makes His people sing in thanksgiving, contrition, petition, lament, and reflection. 


Wisdom Literature (God is a wise God.)
Proverbs
	- Proverbs is wisdom literature. Two metaphorical women: Lady Wisdom and Dame Folly. We are following either one or the other.

	- “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Prov. 9:10, cf., Prov. 1:7)

	- The fear of God recognizes that He is matchlessly holy, righteous, and just – and we are not. A right sense of how to live under the sun must begin with God and His self-disclosure. This is the beginning of wisdom. 


Job
	- Job was an astonishingly good man. He was filthy rich but generous. His piety is genuine.

	- The devil makes a wager with God. “Take away all the good things that he possesses, and he will turn around and curse you to your face.” (Job 1:9-12)

	- “Naked I cam from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised” (1:21). The rest of the book is set out as a drama. 

	- “I know that God is sovereign. I know that He is just. But I still have to say that what I am going through isn’t fair.” How can I repent of something that I have not done wrong?

	- God’s chapters are stunning because at the end of the day He provides no systematic answer that will sort out the entire problem of innocent suffering. We human beings are not always going to get explanations, but God is bigger than we are and sometimes we just have to trust Him.

	- The restoration of Job’s fortunes is a kind of microcosm of the bigger story of world history under God: justice will prevail in the end. That too is wisdom.


Ecclesiastes
	- Solomon sets out to find meaning in life. Nothing finally satisfies. He concludes: “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth. ... Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, this is the duty of every human being.” (12:1, 13-14).A teleological vision of what happens in the end. That is wisdom.


Conclusion
	- When we feel in our hearts and minds, as we grow older, that there has to be something more – more satisfying, … bigger – we are right to listen to that brooding voice, because we were made for God and our souls will be restless until we know Him. The OT points in anticipation of the day when Wisdom incarnate will come. His name is Jesus.


___________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Quickly review some of the highlights of the talk/sermon and try to put the pieces together in one big picture/summary statement in answering #’s 1 & 2.

1. What did Carson say?

2. What did the preacher say?

___________________________________________________________


SUMMARY SENTENCE(S)
(As a group) SUMMARIZE THE SERMON

(As a group) SUMMARIZE CARSON

___________________________________________________________

THE “HANDLE” STATEMENT FOR CHAPTER 6
Job through Song of Solomon says: God is the source of all knowledge and what He says is good, really is good. When we don't experience blessings and happiness from obeying God, we must turn to God with our questions since only God is wise enough to understand why.
___________________________________________________________

BIBLE MEMORY FOR CHAPTER 6 (2 of 4)
Proverbs 1:7 (NIV) 
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 
Isaiah 33:5-6 (NIV) 
5 The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high; He will fill Zion with justice and righteousness. 6 He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure.
___________________________________________________________

EXTENDING ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT

In 2’s (or 3’s) by same gender, exchange 1 personal prayer request and then pray for each other. 

ACQUIRING A HANDLE ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE

WHILE BEING THE BODY OF CHRIST

___________________________________________________________
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SESSION 11 – CHAPTER 6B
THE GOD WHO MAKES HIGH PEOPLE SINGS &THE GOD WHO IS UNFATHOMABLY WISE – Job – Song of Solomon 
Sermon: The Bible says: Our souls will only find true rest 
in God alone!
Text: Psalm 62:1-12
